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Report  of  Historian  to  the  Godfrey  Clan: 
Aug.  28,  1938 

Kinsmen  and  friends: 

I  am  no  worker  of  miracles.  To  write  an  account  of  the  history  of 
the  Godfreys  and  the  old  Waxhaw  Baptist  church  since  the  Revolutionary 
War  without  bias,  without  misstatements  of  facts  and  without  the  omis' 
sion  of  matters   that  should  be  included  would  be  to  perform  a  miracle. 

While  the  accounts  given  are  largely  around  the  Godfreys  and  the 
old  Waxhaw  Baptist  church  they  are  in  no  way  confined  to  the  Baptist 
people  for  the  traditions,  as  well  as  present  day  church  affiliations,  show 
that  the  families  are  well  represented  in  the  Methodist  and  Presbyterian 
churches  as  well  as  in  the  Baptist. 

Soon  after  my  appointment  as  your  historian  I  began  an  effort  to  get 
as  many  authentic  records  compiled  as  possible  and  get  dates  of  important 
events  as  recorded.    I  soon  found  that  there  were  no  records. 

I  then  entered  into  correspondence  with  the  Media  Research  Bureau, 
Washington,  D.  C.  and  through  the  Congressional  Library  I  traced  the 
origin  of  family  names,  as  we  know  them  today,  to  about  the  year  1000 
A.  D. 

The  next  move  was  to  get  correct  data  on  the  name  and  family  of 
Godfrey. 

Contrary  to  the  general  view  of  some  who  bear  the  name  that  it 
is  of  German  origin  I  found  it  in  French  as  a  baptismal  name.  Soon  after 
finding  it  as  a  French  name  it  moves  into  the  English  speaking  peoples  of 
Europe  and  is  found  in  various  spellings  and  finally  narrows  down  to  the 
use  of  the  form  as  used  in  America  today — GODFREY.  They  were  the 
landed  gentry  and  yeomanry  of  the  British  Isles. 

The  date  of  the  first  emigrant  Godfrey  to  America  is  not  definitely 
known,  but  a  William  Godfrey  was  living  at  Warrentown,  Mass.  prior 
to  the  year  1640. 

Quite  a  long  list  is  given  until  we  come  to  a  Thomas  Godfrey,  who 
was  born  in  1736  and  is  known  in  American  Literature  as  the  poet  and 
father  in  the  dramatic  field.  He  wrote  the  play  called  "The  Contrast" 
which  was  the  first  play  staged  and  acted  in  America  and  it  was  played 
in  Philadelphia  after  his  death  in  1763  at  the  age  of  27.  He  was  buried 
in  the  South  but  the  place  is  not  designated  but  it  is  the  belief  that  he 
was  buried  in  old  Waxhaw  Presbyterian  church  cemetery,  just  over  the 
line  in  South  Carolina. 

We  note  next  that  a  William  Godfrey  was  a  lieutenant  officer  in 
the  army  during  the  Revolutionary  War  and  is  listed  from  N.  C. 

We  follow  this  line  and  find  land  deeds  on  record  in  Mecklenburg 
County  as  early  as  I8l7  with  such  expressions  as  "From  his  old  survey" 
and  "By  old  measure"  which  establishes  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  that 
they  refer  to  the  Godfreys  of  the  Waxhaw  settlement  as  this  was  a  part 
of  Mecklenburg  county  at  that  time. 

We  have  traced  the  history  of  the  Clarks  and  how  the  Waxhaw 
family  of  the  name  became  known  as  Godfreys. 
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The  Clarks  have  been  characterized  as  a  people  of  tenacity  of  pur' 
pose,  integrity,  sociability,  and  a  humanitarian  interest  in  their  fellowmen 
which  has  led  some  of  the  family  into  the  fields  of  medicine,  literature, 
science,  and  statecraft. 

The  history  of  Dr.  John  Clark,  who  became  known  as  Dr.  John  Clark 
Godfrey  has  been  traced  to  his  father  George  Rogers  Clark  who  was  a 
Brigadier'General  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  no  doubt  well 
acquainted  with  Andrew  Jackson  who  was  a  Major 'General  in  the  regular 
army  and  must  have  been  the  means  of  getting  the  young  Doctor  to 
come  to  the  Waxhaw  settlement  for  the  practice  of  medicine. 

The  settling  of  the  Doctor  with  the  Godfreys  and  later  his  marriage 
to  Rebecca  Owen  are  given  in  detail.  The  families  living  in  the  old  settle* 
ment  are  given  by  genealogy  as  far  as  information  could  be  obtained. 

The  birthplace  of  Andrew  Jackson  is  given  according  to  the  North 
Carolina  viewpoint.    The  Will  of  Stephen  Billue  is  reproduced. 

A  chronological  account  of  important  historical  events  are  recorded 
for  reference. 

The  sacred  numbers  3,  7,  and  12  are  given  as  they  are  recorded  in 
the  Bible.  Quotations  and  sayings  of  our  greatest  men.  These  and  other 
things  are  carefully  written  for  our  information. 

Why  a  Re'Union? 

"Who  hath  despised  the  day  of  small  things." 

When  William  Owen  visited  his  sister  Rebecca  Owen  Godfrey  and 
found  a  fertile  field  for  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  we  take  it  that  little 
was  thought  of  what  would  be  in  this  town  and  section  of  the  State  1 10 
years  later.  Grandsons  are  preachers,  teachers,  farmers  and  statesmen. 
We  are  here  because  of  their  efforts  in  those  pioneer  days.  We  should 
be  proud  of  our  heritage  and  come  together  at  least  once  a  year  to  renew 
our  allegiance  to  each  other  and  share  each  other's  joys  and  sorrows. 

Sacred  Places  and  Days 

Hebron  was  sacred  to  Abraham.  He  bought  it.  Paid  for  it.  Buried 
Sarah  there.  Isaac  and  Rebecca  were  buried  there  and  also  Jacob  and  Leah. 

Jerusalem  was  sacred  to  the  Israelites.  They  went  up  three  times 
each  year. 

Bethlehem  is  sacred  to  the  Christian  world  because  the  Babe  ot 
Bethlehem  became  the  Bright  and  Morning  Star  of  the  redemption  ot 
the  race. 

Sacred  places  to  us:  I  do  not  ask  your  pardon  for  a  personal  reference 
but  I  go  back  in  my  mind  to  old  Goose  Creek  Township  and  I  see  an 
old  fashioned  log  house,  and  I  see  a  kitchen  built  some  distance  from  the 
"Big"  house;  I  go  way  down  the  hill  and  I  see  a  great  white  oak  tree  with 
branches  spreading  in  every  direction  and  nestling  near  the  root  of  that 
great  tree  is  a  cool  spring  of  water  to  quench  our  thirst;  I  walk  slowly 
up  the  long  hill  and  I  see  the  old  log  barn,  and  the  cattle  lowing  in  the 
lane  and  my  heart  comes  up  choking  in  my  throat  as  I  say,  "Here  is  where 
I  was  born."    Yes,  the  place  of  birth  is  sacred. 

2nd — The  place  of  worship  is  sacred. 

This  old  troublesome  world  is  bad  as  it  is  but  if  we  had  no  places  of 
worship  "Where  would  humanity  drift?"    Our  ancestors  felt  the  need 
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of  a  place  and  even  though  crude  were  the  places  they  prepared  they 
were  beginning  points  and  we  are  here  enjoying  liberties  secured  to  us 
by  their  efforts.    Keep  the  place  of  worship  sacred. 

3rd — To  you  young  people  the  place  of  graduation  from  school 
should  be  sacred.  It  may  be  you  have  received  a  College  degree  or  it  may 
be  only  a  high  school  certificate  yet  it  marks  the  beginning  place  of  a 
useful  life.  Many  of  we  older  people  did  not  have  this  fine  opportunity. 
Hold  it  sacred. 

4th — The  place  of  marriage  is  sacred.  It  may  be  in  an  humble  home 
or  it  may  be  in  a  fine  church  with  all  the  accoutrements  of  modern  society 
yet  it  is  the  same  in  all  places.  I  was  called  the  marrying  preacher  in  one 
town  in  which  I  lived  and  I  have  seen  the  bride  and  bridegroom  take  each 
other  for  battgr  or  for  worse  and  have  heard  that  timid  voice  say  "I  will" 
or  "I  do"  and  have  wondered  if  in  after  years  they  would  look  back  upon 
that  day  as  a  jsacred  one  in  their  lives.  Yes,  the  day  of  marriage  should  be 
sacred.  . 

5th — ^The  day  of  death  is  sacred.  I  have  stood  by  and  seen  the  life 
ebbing  away  and  have  felt  that  was  the  most  sacred  time  in  life  that  we 
ever  experience.  Strew  the  flowers  on  the  last  resting  place  of  loved 
ones  but  do  not  forget  to  place  some  of  them  along  life's  pathway  that 
it  may  be  made  easier  for  us  to  travel. 

I  look  upon  the  city  of  the  dead  as  the  most  sacred  spot  on  earth. 

As  your  historian  my  work  is  before  you  for  your  approval  or  criti' 
cism  as  it  deserves. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  symbol  of  the  book  I  have  prepared  as  it  will 
look  when  it  comes  from  the  press.  The  natural  question  with  you  is 
"What  does  it  contain:? 

The  cover  has  a  picture  of  the  old  Waxhaw  Baptist  church  as  it 
looks  today;  picture  of  my  wife  to  whom  the  work  is  dedicated;  biography 
of  myself  by  Walter  B.  Love,  of  Monroe;  historical  accounts  of  associations 
especially  the  Moriah;  organization  of  Waxhaw  church;  the  34  pastors 
of  the  church;  we  would  like  to  have  given  a  brief  of  each  preacher's  life 
but  this  was  impossible  but  we  did  insert  that  one,  Rev.  A.  L.  Stough 
was  born  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  which  is  perhaps  news  to  many;  list 
of  subscriptions  for  the  support  of  an  ARP  preacher  in  the  year  1800. 

Part  II — contains  a  history  of  the  origin  of  family  names  and  why 
you  should  be  proud  of  your  name;  Emigrant  Godfreys;  how  Clarks 
became  known  as  Godfreys;  birthplace  of  Andrew  Jackson;  old  land 
deeds;  Will  of  Stephen  Billue;  historical  events  and  other  things  together 
with  as  complete  a  genealogy  of  the  following  families  as  I  could  get: 
Dr.  John  Clark  Godfrey,  Henderson,  Copeland  Jimmy,  James,  Davie, 
Henderson  II — ,  James  H.  Irish  Jim,  John,  Robert,  George,  Alfred  and 
Rich,  and  Stephen  Billue,  Jim  Crow,  William,  (Mr.  Billy)  Crow,  A.W. 
Heath,  Dr.  Sturdivant  and  others  mentioned  but  without  necessary  data. 

You  will  be  a  better  citizen  and  a  more  loyal  supporter  of  the  church 
to  which  you  belong  to  read  this  work,  and  a  stronger  effort  will  be  put 
forth  by  you  to  keep  Jackson  Township,  and  the  town  of  Waxhaw  in 
the  front  ranks  of  progress  as  she  has  been  in  the  past. 
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DEDICATION 

To  Mrs.  Alice  Godfrey  Rowell  my  beloved  companion 
through  joys,  sorrows,  and  bereavements  of  this  life,  whose 
playing  on  the  golden  harp  of  love  has  touched  its  sweetest 
chord;  her  notes  speak  of  joy  and  gladness;  her  harmonies 
touch  the  coldest  heart  of  this  selfish  world.  Her  seraphic 
sweetness  will  be  carried  on  the  wings  of  the  morning  to 
every  hamlet  and  palace,  to  rich  and  poor  who  may  roll 
back  the  pages  of  this  little  book  and  a  mighty  chorus  will 
echo  the  angelic  song  of  Bethlehem  "Peace  on  earth,  and 
good  will  to  men"  for  it  is  she  who  has  touched  every  page. 

Quotation  : 

T^ot  as  all  other  women  are 
Is  she  that  to  my  soul  is  dear; 
Her  glorious  fancies  come  from  far. 
Beneath  the  silver  evening  star. 
And  yet  her  heart  is  ever  near. 

Great  feelings  has  she  of  her  own, 
Which  lesser  souls  may  never  \now; 
God  giveth  them  to  her  alone. 
And  sweet  they  are  as  any  tone 
Wherewith  the  wind  may  choose  to  blow. 

She  doeth  little  kindnesses. 

Which  most  leave  undone,  or  despise; 

For  naught  that  sets  one  heart  at  ease. 

And  giveth  happiness  or  peace. 

Is  lowesteemed  in  her  eyes. 

She  is  a  woman:  one  in  whom 
The  spring'time  of  her  childish  years 
Hath  never  lost  its  fresh  perfume. 
Though  \nowing  well  that  life  hath  room 
For  many  blights  and  many  tears. 

I  love  her  with  a  love  as  still 
As  a  broad  river^s  peaceful  might. 
Which,  by  high  tower  and  lowly  mill. 
Seems  following  its  own  wayward  will. 
And  >iet  doth  ever  flow  aright. 

— Author  Unknown. 
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FOREWORD 

To  WRITE  AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  history  of  the  Godfreys  and 
the  old  Waxhaw  Baptist  church  since  the  Revolutionary 
War  without  bias,  without  misstatements  of  facts  and 
without  the  omission  of  matters  that  should  be  included, 
would  be  to  perform  a  miracle. 

While  the  accounts  given  are  largely  around  the  God' 
freys  and  the  old  Waxhaw  Baptist  Church  they  are  in  no 
way  confined  to  the  Baptist  people  for  the  traditions,  as 
well  as  present  day  church  affiliations  show  that  the 
families  are  well  represented  in  the  Presbyterian  and  Meth' 
odist  churches  as  well  as  Baptist. 

I  have  tried  to  present  as  many  facts  concerning  each 
family  as  time  and  space  would  permit  and  to  discover  the 
truth. 

We  prize  the  words  of  many  loved  ones  who  have  lived 
before  our  day  and  often  find  ourselves  saying  with  the 
biblical  writer  when  he  said  "Oh  that  my  words  were 
now  written!  Oh  that  they  were  printed  in  a  book." 
Job  19,  23. 

When  victory  came  to  Israel  Moses  was  commanded 
to  "write  this  memorial  in  a  book,  and  rehearse  it  in  the 
ears  of  Joshua."  Ex.  17,  14. 

''Search  may  be  made  in  the  book  of  records."  Ezra  4,  15_ 

Eccl.  12,  12  ''Of  making  many  books  there  is  no  end." 

Our  great-grandfathers  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  we  have  no  book. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Godfrey  families  for  more 
than  forty-five  years  and  have  often  heard  the  older  members 
of  the  different  families  express  the  idea  that  some  one 
"Must"  write  a  history  of  the  Godfreys  and  the  old  church 
but  no  one  has  ever  undertaken  such  a  bold  venture  and 
not  even  a  manuscript  can  be  found. 

I  have  been  forced  to  rely  largely  on  memory  for  the 
events  and  happenings  that  have  been  recorded  as  they  were 
related  to  me  by  my  sainted  mother-in-law  and  father-in' 
law.  Aunt  Liza  King,  James  H.  Godfrey  and  wife,  and 
others  whose  memory  I  revere.  I  also  give  credit  to  Cousin 
Carrie  McMurray  for  aid  in  tracing  genealogies.    To  Dr 


G.  H.  Burgess  and  others  living  and  to  one  and  all  who 
have  contributed  in  any  way  to  the  sum  total  of  this  work 
I  express  deep  appreciation  and  shall  treasure  their  love, 
friendship  and  affection  and  commend  them  to  an  allwise 
Providence  whose  all'seeing  Eye  can  shield,  protect  and 
defend  them  from  all  harm. 

This  work  has  been  undertaken  with  the  hope  that  it 
will  fill  a  void  in  the  life  and  actions  of  the  present  genera- 
tion. 

I  now  send  it  forth  trusting  that  it  may  be  received  and 
lead  many  to  a  greater  appreciation  of  the  blessings  we 
enjoy  and  a  deeper  veneration  for  our  ancestors  who 
struggled  that  we  might  reach  higher  goals  and  nobler 
deeds;  this  is  the  reward  the  author  craves. 

J.  W.  ROWELL. 
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I  HAVE  READ  the  "History  of  the  Waxhaw  Baptist 
Church"  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Rowell  and  found  it  very 
interesting  reading  matter  as  well  as  being  instructive 
from  standpoint  of  factual  content.  From  such  an 
array  of  historical  facts  drawn  up  from  such  early 
dates  and  progressively  interwoven  into  the  present 
life  of  the  church,  it  is  obvious  that  the  author  has 
done  much  valuable  research  study  in  writing  this 
history. 

The  author's  work  on  "The  Name  and  Family  of 
Godfrey"  is  one  of  the  best  family  records  that  I  have 
read.  I  am  sure  that  this  unique  family  history  re 
presents  a  very  thorough  study  in  the  fields  of  geneal- 
ogy and  etymology.  Certainly,  it  should  be  a  source 
of  pride  as  well  as  pleasure  for  all  the  living  descendents 
of  the  clan  to  read  these  pages. 

Charles  L.  Pearce, 

Principa],  Matthews  High  School 
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Rev,  J.  W.  RowELL,  Author  and  Lecturer 
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Reverend  John  Wesley  Rowell 

(It  is  but  natural  that  those  who  read  books  want  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  author.  I  leave  this  important  feature  to  my  life  long 
friend  and  Brother,  Attorney  Walter  B.  Love. — The  Author.) 
The  Subject  of  this  sketch,  now  re.siding  at  Matthews,  North  Carolina, 
descended  from  Scotch-Irish  on  the  maternal  side.  His  grandmother,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  came  directly  from  there  to  America  and  landed  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  at  the  tender  age  of  fourteen  (14)  years. 
In  her  declining  years  she  often  recited  her  experiences  on  the  boat  to 
her  grand-children  telling  how  she  spun  cotton  into  yarn  and  knit  while 
on  the  high  sea. 

The  grandfather  on  this  side  was  the  later  R.  C.  Ogburn.  He  was 
born  in  Georgia,  Hkewise  of  Scotch  parents.  For  many  years  he  taught 
school  and  finally  came  up  into  South  Carolina  to  teach  where  he  met 
and  married  Nancy  Swearingan.  To  this  union  three  (3)  daughters  were 
born.  They  came  to  Union  County,  North  Carolina  in  1866  following 
Sherman's  raid  in  South  Carolina.  The  eldest  daughter  became  Mrs. 
Sarah  Ann  Rowell,  the  mother  of  this  sketch. 

On  the  paternal  side  John  Wesley  Rowell  descended  from  a  line  of 
soldiers,  statesmen  and  splendid  citizens.  His  grandfather  was  a  Con- 
federate Soldier.  His  father,  the  late  Erwin  Rowell,  was  born  in  1852 
and,  therefore,  escaped  military  duty  on  account  of  his  age.  On  September 
22,  1870  he  married  Sarah  Ann  Ogburn.  To  this  union  on  December 
2,  1873  the  subjct  of  this  sketch  was  born. 

It  was  during  this  trying  period  that  Ervin  Rowell  bought  100  acres 
of  land  in  Union  County  in  a  territory  then  known  as  the  "Big  Woods" 
which  land  he  cleared  and  erected  a  little  cottage  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  years.  This  little  farm  was  located  about  eight  (8)  miles 
from  Monroe  and  at  that  time  only  two  little  homes  had  been  made  between 
this  place  and  Monroe,  N.  C.  There  were  no  schools  in  this  section  and 
John  Wesley  learned  to  read  and  write  from  his  grandfather  Ogburn, 
who  at  that  time  drew  practically  all  the  land  deeds  and  legal  papers  for 
all  this  section  as  it  was  slowly  settled. 

John  Wesley  better  tells  the  story  of  his  early  years  in  his  own  words: 
"When  I  was  fourteen  (14)  years  of  age,  the  library  in  our  home  consisted 
of  the  family  Bible,  Webster's  Blue  back  Speller,  the  Salem  Almanac  and  the 
Biblical  Recorder,  which  came  weekly,  and  each  Saturday  it  was  my  duty 
to  go  two  miles  to  the  Post  Office  to  get  that  paper.  About  this  time  an  old 
man  settled  in  the  edge  of  the  "Big  Woods"  and  while  sowing  his  grain 
he  offered  me  a  book  if  I  would  plow  in  some  wheat  for  him.  This  book 
was  a  history  of  the  United  States  by  Henry  C.  Watson.  I  took  the  ox 
which  I  plowed  at  home  and  plowed  two  days  to  obtain  this  book.  I 
finished  this  plowing  on  Thanksgiving  day  and  as  I  drove  my  ox  home 
that  night  with  the  book  under  my  arm  I  felt  richer  than  I  have  ever  felt 
since.  After  my  regular  chores  I  gathered  an  extra  load  of  pine  knots  to 
make  a  light  to  read  by  and  long  after  all  other  members  of  the  family 
were  asleep  I  was  still  reading  my  book.  I  well  remember  this  my  begin- 
ning in  search  for  real  knowledge.  This  same  book,  though  worn,  is 
kept  and  treasured  by  me  next  to  my  Bible." 
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At  the  age  of  about  eighteen  (18)  years  John  Wesley  attended  Pro' 
fessor  O.  C.  Hamilton's  school  at  Union  Institute  for  a  period  of  about 
three  (3)  nionths.  The  next  year  he  was  granted  a  second  grade  Certificate 
to  teach  in  the  Public  Schools  of  Union  County,  and  his  later  education 
was  acquired  by  teaching  and  reading.  He  is  a  natural  teacher  as  shown 
by  the  fact  that  on  his  first  examination  of  "Theory  and  Practice"  of  teach' 
ing,  although  he  had  never  seen  a  book  on  this  subject  his  practical  ideas 
placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  list,  as  on  this  particular  subject  he  obtained 
a  mark  of  95. 

Brother  Rowell  joined  the  Baptist  church  at  the  age  of  fourteen  (14) 
and  two  years  later  was  made  teacher  of  his  Sunday  school  class  and  song 
leader  for  the  church  and  he  has  been  a  successful  Sunday  School  teacher 
since  that  time. 

It  was  on  August  17, 1893  that  he  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Florence 
Godfrey  who  was  likewise  a  leader  and  Sunday  school  teacher  in  her 
community  and  who  has  been  a  great  aid  to  him  in  his  great  work  in  the 
community  in  which  he  has  lived.  To  this  union  five  (5)  children  have 
been  born,  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  the  daughter  and  one  son  dying 
in  infancy. 

Brother  Rowell  began  preaching  in  1898. 

He  has  served  as  Master  of  a  Masonic  Lodge  for  seventeen  (17) 
years;  served  as  a  State  Lecturer  for  twenty  five  (25)  years.  He  is  a  Past 
Grand  Patron  of  the  O.  E.  S.  Grand  Chapter  of  this  State;  and  was  a 
Director  of  the  Masonic  and  Eastern  Star  Home  for  three  years  when  it 
was  being  built. 

I  can  heartily  commend  Brother  Rowell's  work. 

Walter  B.  Love. 
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Morality  is  fostered  by  law,  and  is  furthered  by  churches  of  many 
denominations  in  every  hamlet. 

^'God" 

Before  us  is  a  future  all  unknown, 
A  path  untrod; 

Beside  us  is  a  friend  well  loved  and  \nown — 
That  friend  is  COD. 

Let  Us  Smile 

The  thing  that  goes  the  farthest  toward  making  life  worthwhile, 
That  costs  the  least  and  does  the  most,  is  Just  a  pleasant  smile. 
The  smile  that  bubbles  from  a  heart  that  loves  its  fellowmen 
Will  drive  away  the  clouds  of  gloom  and  coax  the  sun  again. 
It's  full  of  worth  and  goodness  too,  with  manly  kindness  blent — 
It's  worth  a  million  dollars,  and  it  doesn't  cost  a  cent. 
(Anon.) 
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Replica  of  Waxhaw  Church  built  about  1S55.  Replaced  m  1896  by  present 
structure  as  shown  on  front  of  bool{ 


Replica  of  the  old  log  cabin  of  Waxhaw  Baptist  Church,  Built  about  1830. 
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BRIEF  HISTORY  OF 
WAXHAW  BAPTIST 
CHDRCH  AND  THE 
FAMILY  OF  GODFREYS 


HISTORY  OF  WAXHAW 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 

IRMITAGE'S  HISTORY  of  the  Baptist  in  the 
CaroHnas  is  traced  to  the  Baptist  of  Virginia 
and  New  Hampshire  and  shows  very  clearly 
that  the  first  churches  established  in  the  col' 
onies  were  founded  early  in  the  seventeenth 
century. 

The  first  Baptist  church  established  in  North  Carolina 
was  old  "SHILOH"  in  Camden  county  and  was  organized 
by  a  noted  pioneer  preacher,  Paul  Palmer  in  1727. 

Passing  over  the  second  Baptist  church  which  was  the 
Meherrin,  established  near  Murfreesboro,  in  1729  we  come 
to  the  Sandy  Run  in  Bertie  county,  established  in  1740. 

Members  from  these  churches  and  emigrants  from  Vir- 
ginia, Connecticut  and  New  Hampshire  moved  South  and 
established  the  first  church  in  what  is  now  Chatham  county 
and  called  it  ''Sandy  Creek."  This  movement  was  led  by 
Elder  Shubael  Stearns  who  was  Baptized  by  Elder  Wait 
Palmer  at  Toland,  Conn.,  in  1751.  On  the  20th  of  May  he 
was  ordained  to  the  full  work  of  the  ministry.  The  Sandy 
Creek  church  was  organized  Nov.  22,  1755.  It  began  with 
sixteen  members  and  soon  grew  to  six  hundred  and  six. 
It  did  not  stop  at  this ;  many  other  churches  were  formed  out 
of  this  one.  The  number  soon  became  so  great  that  the 
founder,  Shubael  Stearnes,  who  itinerated  largely  in  North 
Carolinia  as  well  as  in  Virginia,  thought  it  advisable  to 
organize  an  association  which  he  did.  The  first  session  was 
held  with  the  mother  church. 

From  these  beginnings  the  most  of  the  churches  and 
associations  have  grown.  However,  some  of  the  churches 
near  the  South  Carolina  line  grew  out  of  the  old  "Welsh 
Neck"  association  in  that  State  which  we  will  now  endeavor 
to  trace. 

Black's  History  of  the  Brown  Creek'Union  association 
we  quote  from  page  ten  "Gregg,  in  his  History  of  the  Old 
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Cheraws,  p.  46,  says  this  about  the  beginning  of  this 
settlement,  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  church: 
''In  the  Spring  of  1701  several  Baptist  in  the  counties  of 
Pembroke  and  Cairmathen  resolved  to  go  to  America;  and 
as  one  of  the  company,  Thomas  Griffith,  was  a  minister, 
they  were  advised  to  be  constituted  as  a  church.  They  took 
the  advise,  and  the  instrument  of  their  confederation  was 
in  being  in  1770,  but  is  now  lost  or  mislaid,  the  names  of 
the  confederates  were  as  follows:  Thomas  Griffith,  Griffith 
Nicholas,  Evan  Edmond,  John  Edward,  Elisha  Thomas, 
Enoch  Morgan,  Richard  David,  James  David,  Elizabeth 
Griffith,  Tennet  David,  Margaret  Mathias,  Lewis  Edmond, 
Mary  John,  Mary  Thomas,  Elizabeth  Griffith,  Tennet 
Morris.  These  sixteen  persons,  which  may  be  styled  a 
church  emigrant,  met  at  Milford  Haven,  in  the  month  of 
June  1701,  embarked  on  board  a  ship,  William  and  Mary, 
and  on  the  8th  of  September  following  landed  at  Philadel' 
phia.  The  brethren  treated  them  courteously,  and  advised 
them  to  settle  about  Pennepec;  thither  they  went,  and 
there  continued  about  a  year  and  a  half,  during  which 
time  their  church  increased  from  sixteen  tothirty-seven.  .  .  . 

The  Welsh  settlers  did  not  seem  to  be  suited  to  their 
Delaware  home,  so  they  must  have  sent  prospectors  South 
to  see  what  could  be  obtained. 

The  only  thing  we  know  about  this  is  that  two  men 
petitioned  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  South  Carolina  for 
a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  Great  Pee  Dee  River  south  of 
its  tributaries,  the  Yadkin  and  the  Rocky.  The  Lieutenant 
Governor  granted  these  men  their  request,  and  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  173,840  acres  was  granted  them.  Soon 
after  this  grant  was  obtained,  which  was  in  the  year  1736, 
November  16,  a  company  of  the  Welsh  settled  on  Catfish, 
a  stream  in  what  is  now  known  as  the  Marion  District,  in 
the  tract  first  assigned  them.  Among  these  early  settlers 
were  Jenkin  and  Owen  David.  They  did  not  remain  here 
very  long  but  soon  moved  farther  up  the  river  to  a  point 
almost  opposite  the  present  town  of  Society  Hill.     Here 
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they  located,  and  were  soon  joined  by  many  others  from 
the  Welsh  settlers  in  Delaware.  By  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1737  most  of  the  families  from  Delaware,  then  Penn' 
sylvania,  had  arrived  at  the  new  settlement.  So  the  com' 
munity  took  the  shape  of  a  permanent  settlement.  Imme' 
diately  following  this  they  organized  the  Welsh  Neck  Bap' 
tist  church. — The  old  Charleston  association  was  still 
south  of  this,  but  nearly  all  the  churches  south  of  the  Sea- 
board Railroad  belonged  to  it.  But  most  of  them  came  either 
directly  or  indirectly  out  of  the  old  Welsh  Neck  church. 
This  we  determined  by  the  association  to  which  they 
belonged.  Nearly  all  the  churches  that  came  out  of  the 
Sandy  Creek  Association  belonged  to  that  Association, 
or  one  of  those  that  had  come  out  of  it.  The  only  one  this 
far  South  was  the  Pee  Dee.  It  was  not  organized  until 
I8l6,  so  the  most  of  them  belonged  to  the  original  associa' 
tion. 

With  these  historic  facts  before  us  we  may  look  at  the 
situation  a  little  further.  Since  all  the  churches  coming  out 
of  the  Sandy  Creek  movement  belonged  to  the  Sandy  Creek 
Association  and  many  other  churches  were  in  the  territory 
at  the  time,  but  belonged  to  the  Charleston  Association,  is 
it  not  reasonable  to  conclude  that  they  came  from  that 
source?  Some  of  these  churches  may  have  been  organized  by 
preachers  going  to  and  from  the  ''Old  Charleston"  Associa- 
tion  meetings,  but  the  members  to  start  these  churches 
must  have  come  directly  out  of  the  old  Welsh  Neck  church. 
Lanes  Creek,  one  of  these  churches  was  located  about  two 
miles  west  of  the  present  Philadelphia  church  and  near  the 
State  line  was  organized  in  1793.  The  deed  to  the  land  was 
made  by  a  William  Shepherd  and  dated  1797-  This  infor- 
mation comes  from  Black's  History  of  the  Brown  Creek- 
Union  Association  and  was  gathered  by  him  from  records 
found  at  Wadesboro.  This  church  belonged  to  the  old 
Charleston  Association. 

Another  church,  the  old  Gourdvine,  which  was  near 
Olive  Branch  belonged  to  the  old  Charleston  Association, 
although  these  churches  were  nearer  the  Sandy  Creek  Asso- 
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ciation.  We  therefore  conclude  that  the  members  had  ties 
with  the  old  Welsh  Neck  church  and  preferred  to  go  to  that 
same  association.    Gourdvine  was  organized  about  1800. 

Richardson's  Creek  and  Meadow  Branch,  two  churches 
that  it  is  reasonably  certain  the  charter  members  came  out 
of  the  two  mentioned  above,  both  went  into  the  Charleston 
Association.  The  date  of  organization  of  Richardson's 
Creek  cannot  be  ascertained  but  Meadow  Branch,  now  the 
oldest  church  in  the  Union  Association,  was  organized  in 
1810. 

The  Moriah  Association  was  organized  in  1815.  The 
churches  composing  the  new  organization  came  out  of  the 
Charleston  Association  or  the  old  Welsh  Neck  church, 
the  list  is  as  follows:  Beaver  Creek,  Flat  Rock,  U.  F.  Lynch 
Creek,  Fork  Hill,  Meadow  Branch,  Lanes  Creek,  Richard' 
son's  Creek,  Gourdvine  and  Rocky  River. 

This  historical  background  is  given  that  we  may  come 
more  definitely  to  the  time  of  organization  of  the  old  "Wax' 
haw"  Baptist  church,  since  no  records  are  available  as  to  the 
date. 

The  religious  fervor  and  zeal  that  had  taken  hold  in  the 
American  colonies  had  been  growing  since  the  war  for 
independence  had  been  won  and  freedom  to  worship 
guaranteed  under  the  new  Government.  Dr.  John  Rippon, 
a  Baptist  pastor  in  London  had  established  a  monthly  paper 
known  as  "Rippon's  Baptist  Register."  He  was  judicious 
and  popular  and  served  one  pastorate  for  sixty  three  years. 
He  died  in  1836  and  is  buried  in  Bunhill  Fields.  In  1790  an 
unknown  American  correspondent  wrote  to  the  Baptist 
Register  giving  an  account  of  the  labors  in  North  Carolina. 
From  Armitage's  History,  page  378  we  quote: 

''In  several  counties  of  North  Carolina  I  have  preached 
to  very  numerous  assemblies.  At  a  "big  meeting"  as  they 
call  a  convention,  or  when  a  stranger  of  any  note  visits  them, 
it  is  seldom  that  the  place  of  worship  will  contain  half  the 
congregation.  If  they  have  timely  notice,  hundreds  think 
nothing  of  a  distance  of  ten  or  twenty  miles  to  meeting. 
Every  one  has  a  horse,  yes,  even  our  poorest  people  have  a 
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horse  to  ride,  and  hence,  when  you  arrive  at  the  place 
appointed,  you  will  see  more  horses  tied  all  about  the  roads 
than  can  be  seen  at  a  fair  in  England,  my  native  country. 
A  stage,  also,  is  erected,  which  you  stand  on  to  preach, 
and  sometimes  to  two  or  three  thousand  hearers.  I  have 
preached,  as  was  supposed  to  three  or  four  thousand.  The 
meeting  continues  two  or  three  days;  there  are  frequently 
ten  or  a  dozen  ministers  present,  most  of  whom  pray,  preach 
or  exhort  as  they  find  freedom.  After  the  public  service, 
those  who  live  near  the  place  of  meeting,  whether  members 
or  not,  ask  every  person  who  comes  from  a  distance  to  go 
home  with  them;  and  generally  the  greater  the  number  who 
accept  the  invitation  the  better  they  are  pleased,  especially 
if  a  minister  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  be  one  of  the  guests. 
When  you  come  to  the  house,  they  entertain  you  with  the 
very  best  they  have,  both  horses  and  men,  and  as  soon  as 
you  have  all  dined,  to  preaching,  praying,  exhortation,  etc. 
Near  midnight  you  retire  to  rest;  by  sunrise  in  the  morning, 
to  prayers;  then  breakfast,  and  to  public  worship  again, 
but  not  before  your  company  is  requested  for  the  next 
night,  if  the  meeting  continues.  This  is  the  common 
practice  in  Georgia,  South  and  North  Carolina,  in  what  we 
call  the  back  part  of  the  country.  To  a  great  many  of  these 
meetings  I  have  been,  and  sometimes  have  seen  a  great 
deal  of  religion,  and  enjoyed  the  most  solemn  pleasures 
and  comfortable  opportunities  I  have  ever  had.'' 

Since  the  religious  fervor  and  zeal  permeated  the  minds 
of  so  many  of  the  pioneers  they  could  not  live  long  without 
a  place  to  meet  for  worship. 

Old  Waxhaw  Presbyterian  church  in  South  Carolina 
was  organized  1755  as  an  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian 
church  and  continued  as  such  until  1775  when  it  is  reported 
that  it  went  over  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  Some  of  the 
members  of  this  old  church  lived  in  the  Waxhaw  settlement 
on  the  North  Carolina  side  of  the  State  line  and  tradition 
has  it  that  they  were  not  satisfied  with  the  change  and 
started  a  "Secedar"  church,  as  it  was  called,  on  Providence 
road  near  Waxhaw  creek  and  about  threc'fourths  of  a 
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mile  from  where  old  Waxhaw  Baptist  church  now  stands. 
They  built  a  log  house  but  were  not  very  successful  and 
the  house  they  had  built  was  burned  and  that  was  taken 
as  a  sure  sign  of  Divine  disapproval  and  no  effort  was  made 
to  rebuild. 

Later  the  Presbyterians  started  work  further  south 
and  this  place  became  known  as  "Tirzah."  This  was  about 
the  year  1831. 

The  burning  of  the  Secedar  house  and  the  moving  of 
the  Presbyterians  further  south  left  a  large  settlement  with 
no  place  of  worship  and  no  efforts  being  made  to  have 
religious  services. 

About  this  time  Dr.  John  Clark  Godfrey,  who  was 
living  near  the  place  where  the  providence  road  and  the 
old  Cour ten's  ferry  road  crossed  offered  to  donate  land  for 
a  church,  and  his  brother-in-law,  William  C.  Owen,  a 
baptist  with  preaching  gifts,  visited  him  and  preached  in 
the  homes  of  the  people  for  awhile;  and  the  Billues  and 
McWhorters  became  interested  and  a  Baptist  church  was 
organized  between  1825  and  1830. 

J.  T.  Copeland,  of  South  Carolina  was  the  first  pastor 
of  the  church.  Steven  Billue  and  his  son  Thomas  were  two 
of  the  first  deacons.  After  organization  the  time  came  to 
join  with  other  churches  in  an  association  and  the  fact 
that  the  church  joined  the  Moriah  Association  in  South 
Carolina  is  strong  evidence  that  ties  bound  them  to  churches 
in  that  state.  But  little  is  known  of  the  progress  of  the 
work  of  the  church  for  15  years  except  that  the  Moriah 
Association  met  at  old  Waxhaw  church  in  1834.  The  first 
house  was  built  of  hewn  logs  and  was  situated  between  the 
providence  road  and  the  old  Courten's  Ferry  road. 

Phillip  Hammond  was  pastor  sometime  between  1830 
and   1840. 

In  1840  M.  N.  Strickland  was  pastor  assisted  by  W.  C. 
Owen. 

In  1842  a  Brother  Nolen,  W.  F.  Brasington  and  a 
Brother  Thomas  did  some  preaching. 
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In  1843  W.  C.  Owen  was  ordained  to  the  full  work 
of  the  ministry  and  he  and  a  Brother  Strickland  served  as 
pastors  in  the  rotation  system  until  the  year  1852. 

In  1853  a  Brother  Blackmon  served  as  pastor. 

In  1854  a  Brother  Hayes  was  pastor.   1855  no  record. 

In  1856  a  Brother  Logan  was  pastor.  In  1856  Silas 
Fincher,  a  Methodist  preacher  joined  this  church  and  was 
ordained  at  the  request  of  Flint  Hill  and  Mill  Creek  churches . 

This  year  the  church  joined  the  Brown  Creek  association. 

In  1858  and  1859  Silas  Fincher  was  pastor. 

In  i860  Rev.  A.  L.  Stough  served  a  part  of  the  ye  ar  and 
it  is  supposed  that  he  resigned  and  moved  to  Wadesboro. 
He  was  born  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  Feb.  29, 1824,  and  died 
at  Port  Lawn,  S.  C.  Dec.  28,  1909. 

The  Sanders'  came  to  the  church  from  Alabama  in  1842. 

In  1859  T.  W.  Sanders  was  ordained  a  deacon. 

S.  Head  was  called  as  pastor  and  finished  out  Stough's 
year  and  served  during  1861. 

In  1862  Rev.  John  S.  Croxton  was  called  and  he  served 
five  years  in  succession. 

In  1863  J.  J.  Godfrey  and  William  Godfrey  were  ordained 
deacons. 

The  Civil  War  had  disturbed  churches  and  members  had 
been  lost  by  deaths  and  removal  and  we  have  this  record  in 
1865:   The  church  revised  the  names  of  persons  on  the  roll. 

Rev.  John  W.  Davis  was  pastor  in  1868  and  1869. 
In  1869  the  church  gave  its  colored  members  letters  of 
dismission. 

We  have  no  record  for  the  year  1870. 

In  1871  a  Brother  Wilkerson  was  pastor. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Bivens,  the  much  talked  of  one  arm  preacher 
who  had  refused  to  be  ordained  because  of  his  having 
only  one  arm  had  yielded  to  demands  for  his  services  and 
had  been  ordained  in  old  Meadow  Branch  church  was  called 
before  his  ordination  and  he  preached  during  the  year  1872. 
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It  seemed  to  have  been  customary  in  those  days  for 
preachers  to  rotate  in  their  pastorates  and  in  the  year  1873 
Rev.  J.  L.  Bennett  served  the  church.  Just  how  long  he 
served  at  this  time  is  not  definitely  known  but  other  pastors 
served  during  the  years  from  1874  to  1890  but  the  time 
each  one  served  can  not  be  determined  by  the  records 
available.    The  list  of  pastors  follows: 

Jesse  Wheeler,  E.  L.  Davis  (Father  Edmond  as  he  was 
called)  D.  A.  Snider,  J.  A.  Bivens,  Benson  King,  J.  L.  Bennett, 
J.  A.  Hill  and  J.  E.  King.  J.  E.  King,  with  his  brother  Joe 
held  a  great  meeting  in  1891  and  Joe  King  illustrated  many 
of  his  sermons  with  charts  and  a  genuine  revival  took  place. 
However,  Joe  King  was  affiliated  with  the  Adventist  church 
and  this  caused  some  disturbance  in  after  months  but  happily 
has  disappeared  as  people  became  more  enlightened. 

In  October  1891  Rev.  A.  B.  Caudle  took  up  the  work  as 
pastor  and  remained  until  September  1898. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Little  was  called  in  1898  and  served  three  years. 

Rev.  J.  L.  Bennett  was  called  the  third  time  as  pastor 
and  served  three  years  1902,  1903  and  1904. 

In  1905  J.  W.  Little  returned  as  pastor  and  served  three 
years. 

1908  R.  H.  James  served  one  year. 

1909  to  1912  no  record. 

1912  Rev.  H.  F.  Estridge  served  one  year. 

1913  and  1914  Rev.  G.  L.  Merrill  served  the  church. 
1915  to  1920  K.  W.  Hogan  was  pastor. 

1921  Rev.  A.  Marsh,  a  preacher  who  it  was  said  could 
love  people  into  good  works  came  to  the  church  after  quite 
a  lot  of  confusion  had  been  engendered  by  the  preceding 
pastor  and  his  work  was  successful. 

1922  H.  J.  Wood  served  as  pastor. 

1923  to  1926  a  period  of  four  years  the  most  consecrated 
of  preachers.  Rev.  John  Snider,  served  the  church.  He  has 
gone  to  his  reward  but  his  influence  still  lives. 
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Rev.  J.  H.  Thompson  was  called  in  1927  and  was  with 
the  church  for  two  years. 

The  present  pastor,  Rev.  N.  S.  Joyner,  then  took  up 
the  work.  He  seems  to  be  a  man  come  to  the  kingdom  for 
such  a  time  as  this.  Well  equipped  for  this  type  of  work 
Brother  Joyner  has  been  doing  a  monumental  work  in  en' 
larging  the  plant  for  better  Sunday  school  work. 

The  work  of  the  kingdom  may  be  retarded  by  the  loss 
of  good  men  and  women  but  an  AU'seeing  Eye  is  raising  up 
others  to  take  their  places  and  he  is  not  dependent  on  one 
man  but  on  a  succession  of  men  and  in  His  own  righteous 
way  is  preparing  them  for  the  perpetuation  of  His  kingdom 
on  earth. 

Concerning  Waxhaw  Baptist  Church 

W.  C.  Owen  was  the  first  Baptist  to  preach  in  the  Wax' 
haw  settlement.  He  visited  his  sister  Mrs.  John  Clark 
Godfrey  at  the  place  where  John  Collins  now  lives  and 
preached  in  the  home. 

The  Waxhaw  Baptist  Church  was  organized  between 
1825  and  1830. 

W.  C.  Owen  was  ordained  to  the  full  work  of  the  min' 
istry  in  1843. 

In  1856  Silas  Fincher  was  ordained  to  the  full  work  of 
the  ministry. 

1858  We  have  this  record  "Waxhaw  church  has  been 
encouraged  by  a  revival  and  strengthened  by  additions." 

Meetings  of  the  Association  to  which  this  church  be 
longed  have  been  held  here  as  follows: 

The  Moriah  Association  met  here  in  1834. 

In  1856  the  church  joined  the  Brown  Creek  Association. 

The  Brown  Creek  Association  met  here  in  1860,  Oct.  12. 

The  Brown  Creek  Association  met  here  in  1874,  Oct.  9' 
11. 

In  1884  the  name  of  the  Association  was  changed  from 
Brown  Creek  to  the  Union  Association. 

The  Union  Association  met  at  Waxhaw  Oct.  4'8,  1892. 
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The  Union  Association  met  at  Waxhaw  Oct.  9,  1902. 

Again  Union  Association  met  at  Waxhaw  Oct.  4,  1916. 

The  first  person  buried  in  the  gravc'yard  at  Waxhaw 
Baptist  church  was  the  wife  of  Rev.  W.  C.  Owen. 

Robert  Jennings  was  the  first  Confederate  soldier  to  be 
buried  in  the  Waxhaw  Godfrey  cemetery  according  to  C.C. 
Mcllwain's  account. 

Exposition  of  Psalm  133 

"Behold,  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to 
dwell  together  in  unity! 

"It  is  like  the  precious  ointment  on  the  head,  that  ran 
down  upon  the  beard,  even  Aaron's  beard:  that  went 
down  to  the  skirts  of  his  garments; 

"As  the  dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew  that  descended 
upon  the  mountains  of  Zion :  for  there  the  Lord  commanded 
the  blessing,  even  life  for  evermore.'' 

David  had  seen  the  tribes  divided  and  his  own  family 
rent  in  twain  because  of  jealousies  and  slaughter  of  persons 
that  had  been  enemies  of  David  but  now  he  has  been  grow' 
ing  stronger  and  stronger  while  the  house  of  Saul  was 
becoming  weaker  and  weaker.    2  Sam.  3,  1. 

The  wars  were  now  ceased  and  the  house  of  David  set 
up  and  David  had  it  in  his  heart  to  build  a  permanent  place 
for  the  Lord  to  record  his  name — and  he  bursts  forth  with  this 
Psalm,  "Behold,  look,  see  how  good  and  pleasant  it  is  to 
be  united." 

In  union  there  is  strength.  Not  only  strength  but  what  a 
comfort  it  is  to  dwell  together  in  Strength.  Behold  it  be' 
cause  it  is  such  a  rare  thing  in  this  age  David  would  say. 

Precious  ointment — That  with  which  the  priests  were 
anointed.  God  gave  the  law  and  the  explicit  prescription 
for  the  anointing.  Ex.  30,  23'25.  It  is  a  compound  of 
"pure  myrrh,  sweet  cinnamon,  sweet  calamus,  cassia,  and 
oil  olive.  Some  times  these  were  hard  to  get  but  they  must 
be  sought  out  and  properly  compounded  before  the  priests 
could  offer  the  sacrifices  for  the  people's  sins.    It  must  be 
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plentiful — ran  down  upon  the  beard  even  Aaron's  long 
beard.    Down  to  the  skirts  of  his  garments. 

Dew  of  Hermon — dew  comes  quietly  and  silently 
while  we  are  hardly  conscious  of  its  falling  yet  it  cools  the 
air  and  refreshes  the  earth.  This  unity  is  necessary  in  all 
civil  society  and  organizations;  all  worldly  engagements 
or  business  relations  for  success.  It  cools  the  heat  of  men's 
passions  and  prepares  them  for  gentleness  and  brotherly 
dealing. 

Mountains  of  Zion — all  sacred  or  religious  undertakings, 
church  work  or  spiritual  endeavors;  loving  one  another; 
loving  all  other  persons  engaged  in  similar  duties. 

Commanded  the  blessing — not  only  life  but  life  ever' 
more.  Life  full  and  complete  here  waiting  for  that  which  is 
to  come.  Not  only  the  individual  is  blessed  but  "Thou 
shalt  be  a  blessing"  was  not  spoken  for  Abraham  alone  but 
every  one  is  to  be  a  blessing  to  others. 

Subscription  for  the  Support  of  a  Preacher 

When  the  little  ARP  church  was  in  existence  on  the 
Providence  road  near  where  Waxhaw  Baptist  church  now 
stands  a  subscription  list  was  taken  for  the  support  of  a 
minister,  Rev.  Wm.  McGill.  A  few  years  ago  Esquire 
Henry  McWhorter  had  the  original  manuscript  in  a  most 
excellent  state  of  preservation. 

It  was  written  by  Esquire  Henry's  grand'father  George 
McWhorter  who  turned  it  over  to  his  son  Daniel  McWhor' 
ter  who  in  turn  gave  it  to  his  son  Henry,  the  present  owner. 
It  follows: 

September  9,  1800 

We,  the  undersigned  subscribers  promise  to  pay  yearly  and  every 
year  the  several  sums  annexed  to  our  names  for  that  part  of  the  ministerial 
labor  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  McGill,  that  the  three  different  quarters  w;ll 
amount  to  out  of  his  bound  yearly  salary  at  the  new  Rection.  (Given 
verbatim.) 
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George  McWhirter,  $4.00.  Grandfather  of  Henry  McWhorter  and 
Revolutionary  soldier. 

John  Stephenson,  $1.50. 

Stephen  Billue,  $4.00  Frenchman,  Revolutionary  sgldier  and  great 
grandfather    of  Mrs.  Alice  Rowell  of  Matthev.'s,  N.  C. 

John  McWhirter,  $2.00. 

John  McElroy,    $2.00. 

Moses  McWhirter,  $3.00. 

Charlie  Gillespie,    $1.00. 

James  Shannon,    $1.00. 

Hugh  Rogers,     $1.50. 

William  Rogers,     $1.00. 

Aaron  McWhirter,  $1.00. 

William  McElroy,     $1.00. 

Samuel  McElroy,    $1 .00. 

Robert  Robinson,    $1.50. 

Andrew  Walker,    $4.00. 

William  Gillon,     $1.00. 

George  McWhirter,      $1.00. 

Tames   Wilson,      $2.00. 

David  McNille,    $1.00. 

Gen.  Andrew  Jackson's  father  lived  in  this  community 
and  died  at  his  home  up  near  Mineral  Springs  some  thirty 
five  years  before  the  date  of  this  paper. 


WHY  YOU  HAVE  A  FAMILY 

NAME  AND  WHAT  IT 

MEANS  TO  YOU 

IRIMITIVE  PERSONAL  NAMES  doubtless 
originated  soon  after  the  invention  of  spoken 
language,  although  the  date  of  their  first  use  is 
lost  in  the  darkness  of  ages  preceding  recorded 
history.  For  thousands  of  years  thereafter, 
first  or  given  names  were  the  only  designations  that  men  and 
women  bore;  and  in  the  dawn  of  historic  times,  when  the 
world  was  less  crowded  than  it  is  today  and  every  man  knew 
his  neighbor,  one  title  of  address  was  sufficient.  With  the 
passing  of  centuries  and  the  increasing  complexity  of  civi' 
lized  society,  did  a  need  arise  for  more  specific  designations. 
While  the  roots  of  our  system  of  family  names  may  be 
traced  back  to  early  civilized  times,  actually  the  hereditary 
surname  as  we  know  it  today  dates  from  a  time  scarcely 
earlier  than  nine  hundred  (900)  years  ago. 

A  surname  is  a  name  added  to  a  baptismal  or  christian 
name  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  more  specific  and  of  in' 
dicating  family  relationship  or  descent.  Classified  according 
to  origin,  most  surnames  fall  into  four  general  categories: 
(1)  those  formed  from  the  given  name  of  the  sire;  (2)  those 
arising  from  bodily  or  personal  characteristics;  (3)  those 
derived  from  locality  or  place  or  residence;  and  (4)  those 
derived  from  occupation.  It  is  easier  to  understand  the 
story  of  the  development  of  our  institution  of  surnames  if 
these  classifications  are  borne  in  mind. 

As  early  as  biblical  times  certain  distinguishing  appella' 
tions  were  occasionally  employed  in  addition  to  the  given 
name,  as,  for  instance,  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  Simon  the 
son  of  Jonas,  Judas  of  Galilee,  and  Simon  the  Zealot.  In 
ancient  Greece  daughters  were  named  after  their  fathers, 
as  Chryseis,  the  daughter  of  Chryses;  Frances,  daughter  of 
Francis;  and  sons'  names  were  usually  an  enlarged  form  of 
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the  father's,  as  Hieronymus,  son  of  Hiero.  The  Romans, 
with  the  rise  of  their  civilization,  met  the  need  for  heredi' 
tary  designations  by  inventing  a  complex  system  whereby 
every  patrician  traced  his  descent  by  taking  several  names. 
None  of  them,  however,  exactly  corresponded  to  surnames 
as  we  know  them,  for  the  "Clan  name,"  although  hereditary, 
was  given  also  to  slaves  and  other  dependents.  This  system 
proved  to  be  but  a  temporary  innovation;  the  overthrow  of 
the  Western  Empire  by  barbarian  invaders  brought  about 
its  end  and  a  reversion  to  the  primitive  custom  of  a  single 
name. 

The  ancient  Scandinavians  and  for  the  most  part  the 
Germans  had  only  individual  names,  and  there  were  no 
family  names,  strictly  speaking,  among  the  Celts.  But  as 
family  and  tribal  groups  grew  in  size,  individual  names 
became  inadequate  and  the  need  for  supplementary  ap' 
pellations  began  to  be  felt.  Among  the  first  employed  were 
such  terms  as  "the  Strong,"  "the  Hardy,"  "the  Stern," 
the  "Dreadful  in  battle";  and  the  nations  of  northern  Eu' 
rope  soon  adopted  the  practice  of  adding  the  father's  name 
to  the  son's,  as  Oscar  son  of  Carmuth  and  Dermid  son  of 
Duthno. 

True  Surnames,  in  the  sense  of  hereditary  designations 
date  in  England  from  about  the  year  1000.  Largely  they  were 
introduced  from  Normandy,  although  there  are  records  of 
Saxon  surnames  prior  to  the  Norman  conquest.  Perhaps  the 
oldest  surname  known  in  England  is  that  of  Hwita  Hatte, 
a  keeper  of  bees,  whose  daughter  was  Tate  Hatte.  During 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor  (1042' 1066)  there  were 
Saxon  tenants  in  Suffolk  bearing  such  names  as  Suert  Magno, 
Stigand  Soror  and  others;  and  the  Domesday  record  of 
1085-1086,  which  exhibits  some  curious  combinations  of 
Saxon  forenames  with  Norman  family  names  in  still  more 
general  use. 

By  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century  hereditary  names  have 
become  common  in  England.  But  even  by  1465  they  were 
not  universal.  During  the  reign  of  Edward  the  V,  a  law 
was  passed  to  compel  certain  Irish  outlaws  to  adopt  sur- 
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names:  "They  shall  take  unto  them  a  Surname,  either  of 
some  town,  or  some  color,  as  Blacke  or  Brown,  or  some 
Art  or  Science,  as  Smyth  or  Carpenter,  or  some  office,  as 
Cooke  or  Butler."  And  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century  a  similar  decree  compelled  Jews  in 
Germany  and  Austria  to  add  a  German  surname  to  the 
single  names  which  they  had  previously  used. 

As  stated  above,  family  names  may  be  divided  into  four 
general  classes  according  to  their  origin.  One  of  the  largest 
of  these  classes  is  that  comprising  surnames  derived  from  the 
given  name  of  the  father.  Such  names  were  formed  by  means 
of  an  added  prefix  or  suffix  denoting  either  ''son  of"  or  a 
diminutive.  English  names  terminating  in  son,  ing,  and  \in 
are  of  this  type,  as  are  also  the  unnumerable  names  prefixed 
with  the  Gaelic  Mac,  the  Norman  Fitz,  the  Welch  ap,  and 
the  Irish  0\  Thus  John's  sons  became  Johnsons;  William's 
sons  became  Williamsons  or  Wilsons;  NeilFs  sons,  became 
MacNiells;  Herbert's  sons,  became  FitzHerberts ;  and 
Reilly's  sons,  O'Reillys. 

Another  class  of  surnames,  those  arising  from  some 
bodily  or  personal  characteristic  of  their  first  bearer,  apparent' 
ly  grew  out  of  what  were  in  the  first  instance  nick'names. 
Thus  Peter  the  strong  became  Peter  Strong,  Roger  of  small 
stature  became  Roger  Little  or  Roger  Small,  and  black  haired 
William  or  blond  Alfred  became  William  Black  or  Alfred 
White.  From  among  the  many  names  of  this  type,  I  will  men' 
tion  only  a  few :  Long,  Short,  Hardy,  Goode,  Goodman,  Glad' 
man.  Lover,  Love,    etc. 

A  third  class  of  family  names,  and  perhaps  the  largest 
of  all,  is  that  comprising  local  surnames — names  derived 
from  and  originally  designating  the  place  of  residence  of 
the  bearer.  Such  names  were  popular  in  France  at  an  early 
date  and  were  introduced  into  England  by  the  Normans, 
many  of  whom  were  known  by  the  titles  of  their  estates. — 
Atwell,  Atwater,  near  water;  Atwood,  at  woods;  Wood 
and  Brooks  are  other  examples.  The  surnames  of  some  of 
the  Pilgrim  fathers  illustrate  place  designation;  Endicott, 
the  end  cottage;   Bradford,  "at  the  broad  ford." 
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While  England  enjoyed  a  period  of  comparative  peace 
under  Edward  the  Confessor,  a  fourth  class  of  surnames 
arose — names  derived  from  occupation.  At  first  these 
seem  to  have  been  official  names,  such  as  Bishop,  Mayor, 
and  others. 

Trade  or  craft  names,  although  of  the  same  general  type 
were  of  somewhat  later  origin.  Currier  was  a  dresser  of 
skins,  Webster,  a  weaver,  Wainright  a  wagonbuilder,  and 
Baxter  a  baker.  Such  names  as  Smith,  Taylor,  Barber,  Shep' 
herd.  Carpenter,  Miller,  Mason,  and  others  need  no  ex- 
planation. 

Many  surnames  of  today  which  seem  to  defy  classifica- 
tion  or  explanation  are  corruptions  of  ancient  forms  which 
have  become  disguised  almost  beyond  recognition.  Such 
corruptions  as  Longfellow  from  Longueville  and  Seven- 
oaks  to  Snooks  result  from  ignorance  of  spelling,  variations 
in  pronunciation,  or  merely  from  the  preference  of  the 
bearer,  tend  to  baffle  both  the  genealogist  and  etymologist. 
Shakespeare's  name  is  found  in  some  twenty-seven  different 
forms,  and  the  majority  of  English  and  Anglo-American 
surnames  have,  in  their  history,  appeared  in  four  to  a  dozen 
or  more  variant  spellings. 

In  America  a  greater  variety  of  family  names  exist 
than  anywhere  else  in  the  world.  Surnames  of  every  race 
and  nation  are  represented.  While  the  greater  number 
are  of  English,  Scotch,  Irish,  or  Welsh  origin,  brought  to 
this  country  by  scions  of  Families  which  had  borne  these 
names  for  generations  prior  to  emigration,  many  others, 
from  central  and  southern  Europe  and  from  the  Slavic 
countries,  where  the  use  of  surnames  is  generally  a  more 
recently  established  practice,  presents  considerable  difficulty 
to  the  student  or  etymology  and  family  history. 

Those  Americans  who  possess  old  and  honored  names — 
who  trace  the  history  of  their  surnames  back  to  sturdy 
imigrant  ancestors,  or  even  beyond,  across  the  seas,  and 
into  the  dim  mists  of  antiquity — may  be  rightfully  proud 
of  their  heritage.  While  the  name,  in  its  origin,  may  seem 
ingenious,  humble,  surprising,  or  matter  of  fact,  its  sig- 

-  36  - 


NAME    AND    FAMILY     OF    GODFREY 

nificance  today  lies  not  in  a  literal  interpretation  of  its  original 
meaning  but  in  the  many  things  that  have  happened  to  it 
since  it  first  came  into  use.  In  the  beginning  it  was  only  a 
word,  a  convenient  label  to  distinguish  one  John  from  his 
neighbor  John  who  lived  across  the  field.  But  soon  it  es' 
tablished  itself  as  a  part  of  the  bearer's  individuality;  and 
as  it  passed  to  his  children,  his  children's  children  and  their 
children  it  became  the  symbol  not  of  one  man  but  of  a 
family  and  all  that  that  family  stood  for.  Handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation,  it  grew  inseparably  associated 
with  the  achievement,  the  tradition,  and  the  prestige  of 
that  family.  Like  the  ""coat  of  arms"  that  vivid  symboliza' 
tion  of  the  name  which  warrior  ancestors  bore  in  battle — 
the  name  itself,  bore  through  every  event  of  man's  life  and 
through  the  lives  of  scores  of  his  progenitors,  became  the 
badge  of  family  honor — the  good  name — rather  to  be  chosen 
than  great  riches — to  be  proud  of,  to  protect,  and  to  fight 
for  if  need  be.  As  the  worthy  deeds  of  the  marching  gen' 
erations  have  given  it  dignity  and  splendor,  it  has  become 
an  institution,  a  family  rallying  cry,  and  the  most  treasured 
possession  of  those  who  bear  it. 

The  Name  and  Family  of  Godfrey 

The  surname  of  Godfrey  is  believed  to  have  been  originally 
a  French  baptismal  name  and  to  have  been  adopted  by  the 
sons  of  one  so  named  as  their  patronymic. 

It  is  found  in  ancient  English  records  in  the  various 
spellings  of  Godefridi,  Godefreed,  Godfreed,  Godefray, 
Godfray,  Godefroye,  Godfroy,  Godfreye,  Godefrey,  Godfree, 
Godfry,  Godfrye,  Godfrey,  and  perhaps  others  but  the 
last  mentioned  is  the  one  most  generally  used  in  America 
today. 

Families  of  this  name  were  resident  at  early  dates  in  the 
English  Counties  of  Kent,  Stafford,  Warwick,  Bedford,  and 
Cornwall,  as  well  as  in  various  parts  of  Ireland.  Records 
indicate  that  they  were,  for  the  most  part,  of  the  landed 
gentry  and  yeomanry  of  the  British  Isles. 
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According  to  certain  accounts,  the  family  of  Godfrey 
traces  its  descent  from  one  Godfrey  le  Falconer,  who  was 
living  in  County  Kent,  England,  in  the  latter  twelfth  century. 
Among  early  records  of  this  family  in  England  are  those  of 
Allan  Godefray  of  County  Kent  about  1273,  and  William 
Godefray  of  Yorkshire  in  the  year  1379. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century  Thomas 
Godfrey  was  living  in  County  Kent.  He  died  in  1430. 
He  left  a  son  Thomas  and  other  children.  Thomas  married 
Mary  Toke  and  they  had  three  children,  Henry,  Thomas,  and 
Mary.  The  mother  died  and  he  married  Margaret  Lumbard 
and  they  left  another  Thomas.  This  Thomas  married  Sarah 
Isles  and  they  left  nine  children,  among  them  was  Sir 
Edmund,  Richard,  and  Benjamin. 

Richard  married  Mary  Moyle  and  they  had  a  son  John. 

John  married  Mary  Gould  and  they  left  a  son  John. 

There  are  other  names  listed  in  the  English  records  but 
the  first  of  the  name  found  in  American  records  is  that  of 
William  Godfrey,  who  was  living  at  Warrentown,  Mass. 
prior  to  1640. 

Later  he  moved  to  Hampton,  N.  H.,  and  married  the 
widow  Margaret  Webster  and  was  the  father  of  John,  Mary, 
Isaac,   Sarah,   Mehetable,   Hannah,   Deborah,   and  Moses. 

Sometime  prior  to  1652  Richard  Godfrey  made  his  home 
at  Taunton,  Mass.  He  married  a  Miss  Turner  and  was  the 
father  by  her  of  Richard,  John,  Robert,  Jane,  Alice  and  Sus' 
anna,  and  probably  other  children. 

About  the  year  1656  Peter  Godfrey  was  married  at 
Newbury,  Mass.,  to  Mary  Brown.  They  were  the  parents 
of  Andrew,  Mary,  (who  died  young)  Margaret,  Elizabeth, 
Peter,  Joanna,  James,  and  Sarah. 

George  Godfrey  resided  at  Eastham,  Mass.  before  1662. 
His  children  were  George,  Samuel,  Moses,  Hannah,  Mary, 
Ruth,  Richard,  Jonathan,  and  Elizabeth. 

Sometime  before  1676  a  John  Godfrey  made  his  home  at 
Newport,  R.  I.  He  was  the  father  by  his  wife  Sarah  of  John, 
Sarah,  Mary,  Penelope,  as  well  as  possibly  other  children. 
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In  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  one  John 
Godfrey  was  living  in  Norfolk  County,  Va.  He  had  at  least 
one  son  named  Matthew  and  possibly  had  other  children 
whose  names  are  not  in  evidence. 

Thomas  Godfrey  emigrated  from  Kent  County,  England, 
to  Pennsylvania  about  1704,  or  shortly  thereafter.  By  his 
wife  Jane  he  was  the  father  of  Seaborn,  Eleanor,  William, 
Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Rebecca,  Lucy,  Hannah,  and  John. 

Others  of  the  name  who  came  to  America  were  residing 
at  York,  Me.  as  early  as  1630.  Others  at  Newbury,  Mass. 
in  1634  and  at  about  that  time  some  moved  to  New  London, 
Conn.  In  1635  John  Godfrey  settled  in  Henrico  County,  Va. 

William  Godfrey  arrived  at  James  City  County,  Va.  in 
1637. 

Francis  Godfrey  was  of  Duxbury,  Mass.  in  1638. 
Richard  and  Sarah  of  Lancaster  County,  Va.  in  1652. 

William  Godfrey  was  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Va. 
in   1640. 

George  Godfrey  was  of  Marblehead,  Mass.  in  1668. 

It  is  not  clearly  known  as  to  the  first  of  the  Godfrey 
name  who  settled  in  N.  C.  but  we  find  among  those  who 
are  listed  as  officers  who  served  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  that  Lieutenant  William  Godfrey  of  N.  C.  heads 
the  list.  And  Captain  Richard  Godfrey  of  S.  C.  is  third 
on  the   list. 

A  Thomas  Godfrey  was  born  in  1704  in  Philadelphia 
and  is  listed  as  an  expert  Mathematician  and  Mechanician. 
His  son  Thomas  was  born  in  1736.  He  is  known  in  American 
Literature  as  a  poet.  He  wrote  "The  Prince  of  Paithia" 
which  points  to  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  Shakespeare. 
He  deserves  to  be  remembered  as  the  first  of  America's  Ad' 
venturers  into  the  dramatic  field.  He  died  in  the  South  but 
the  place  is  not  designated.  He  had  sacrcely  begun  his  work 
when  stricken  with  that  dreadful  malady  "tuberculosis" 
and  died  in  1763  at  the  age  of  27.  His  first  native  play  was 
regularly  staged  and  acted  after  his  death.    It  was  styled 
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"Royal  Tylers"  satirical  comedy  "The  Contrast"  and  was 
staged  and  acted  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  record  of  the  Godfreys  in  America  is  that  of  an 
industrious,  keen-minded  and  self  assured  race,  possessed  of 
kindliness,  generosity,  and  sociability. 

Since  Mecklenburg  County  took  the  leading  roll  in  the 
struggle  for  American  Independence  and  William  Godfrey 
heads  the  list  of  officers  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  is  it 
not  reasonable  to  believe  that  he  was  from  the  Waxhaw 
section  of  the  then  Mecklenburg  County? 

Other  evidence  is  found  by  the  fact  that  as  early  as  1817 
we  find  records  of  a  Wm.  Spray  berry  (later  it  is  only  Spray) 
deeding  land  on  the  dividing  ridge  between  Waxhaw  and 
twelve  mile  Creeks  to  a  Wm.  Godfrey.  Also  a  James 
Godfrey  deeding  land  to  Henry  Godfrey  and  using  the 
expression  "From  his  old  survey"  and  by  "old  measure". 

Coming  closer  to  our  nineteenth  and  twentieth  century 
Godfreys  we  find  that  a  James  Godfrey  came  into  N.  C.  from 
Va.  and  it  is  thought  that  he  made  a  short  stay  in  Yadkin 
County  and  later  came  on  to  Mecklenburg  County  (now 
Union)  and  married  Nancy  Shannon.  They  reared  six  sons, 
Davie,  John  S.,  Henry,  Jackson,  Steve,  and  Tom.  It  is  a 
common  report  that  a  crop  failure  in  the  section  where  he 
lived  South  of  Pleasant  Grove  camp  ground  caused  him  to 
return  to  the  Mountains  but  two  of  his  sons,  Davie  and 
John  S.  had  married  sisters  and  remained  in  the  County, 
Davie  married  Parmellia  Rape  and  John  S.  Married  her 
sister  Tobitha  Rape. 

History  of  the  Clarks  and  How  They  came 
TO  Be  Known  as  Godfreys: 

We  now  turn  from  the  Godfreys  for  a  short  period  to  give 
the  unique  record  of  the  name  "Clarks"  and  how  a  family  of 
the  name  became  known  as  Godfreys. 

Origin  of  the  Name 
The  name  Clark  is  said  to  have  been  derived  from  the 
office  of  "Clerk"  or  Clergyman  and  was  originally  written 
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in  the  forms  of  Clerk  and  Gierke,  which  are  now  practically 
extinct  as  surnames.  It  is  found  on  ancient  records  in  the 
forms  of  Clericus  (Latin)  Clerck,  Clerc  but  the  forms  Clark 
or  Clarke  are  the  two  forms  in  general  use  today. 

This  family  is  believed  by  most  family  historians  to  have 
been  of  Irish  ancestry  and  descended  from  the  extremely  an' 
cient  and  distinguished  line  of  the  O'Clery's  of  whom  it 
is  said  that  one  of  the  line  assumed  the  name  of  Clark  in 
the  twelfth  century  and  perhaps  made  his  home  in  Scot' 
land,  as  some  of  his  descendants  undoubtedly  did. 

The  Clarks  appear  to  have  been  chiefly  .of  the  landed 
gentry  and  yeomanry  of  Great  Britain. 

Several  branches  of  Clark  were  to  be  found  in  England 
at  early  dates.  Among  their  records  are  those  of  Boniface 
Clericus  and  Thomas  le  Clerk  of  Lincolnshire  in  1273,  and 
others  in  Oxfordshire,  Buckinghamshire,  and  Bedfordshire 
in  the  time  of  King  Edward  the  first,  and  still  others  in 
Yorkshire  in  1379  and  a  John  Clark  in  Suffolk  County  in 
the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century.  He  had  two  sons, 
John  and  Thomas. 

John  married  Catherine  Cooke ;  they  had  seven  children . 
Thomas  married  Rose  Herridge;  they  had  seven  children. 
Four  of  Thomas'  sons  emigrated  to  America  about  1637. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas,  left  Plymouth  England  and 
landed  at  Plymouth,  Mass. 

He  married  Susannah  Ring;  they  had  six  children.  He 
married  a  second  and  third  time  but  left  no  children  by 
either  the  second  or  third  wife. 

About  1630  a  William  Clark  came  from  England  to 
Dorchester,  Mass.  He  removed  to  Northampton  later  and 
was  the  father  of  nine  children.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah 
Cooper,  a  widow  but  there  were  no  children  by  the  second 
marriage. 

Nicholas  Clark  came  to  Boston  in  1632  and  later  made 
his  home  at  Hartford,  Conn.  He  died  in  1680,  leaving 
several  children,  among  whom  was  a  son  named  Thomas. 
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One  John  Clark  emigrated  to  Newton,  Mass.  about 
1632  and  finally  made  his  home  at  Milford,  Conn.  His 
wife's  name  is  not  given  but  they  had  four  children.  This 
John  appears  to  have  had  a  brother  George,  who  also  resided 
at  Milford.  His  wife's  christian  name  was  Sarah  but  the 
surname  is  not  given  and  they  were  the  parents  of  seven 
girls  and  one  boy  named  George. 

Thurston  Clark  came  from  the  County  of  Suffolk,  Eng' 
land,  to  Plymouth,  Mass.  as  early  as  1634.  His  wife's  name 
was  "Faith"  and  they  were  the  parents  of  several  children 
whose  names  are  not  given. 

Another  John  Clark  came  from  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
England,  about  the  year  1634  and  settled  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.  His  wife's  name  is  not  given  but  the  simple  statement 
that  they  were  parents,  probably  of  several  children. 

In  1635  one  Joseph  Clark  came  from  Chesire,  England, 
to  Cambridge,  Mass.  He  removed  to  Windsor,  Conn,  where 
he  died  in  1641,  leaving  two  children.  A  little  later  his 
brother,  Daniel  Clark  settled  at  Windsor  and  married  Mary 
Newberry.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children.  His  wife 
died  and  he  married  the  Widow  Martha  (nee  Pitkin)  Wol' 
cott  but  there  were  no  children  by  this  union. 

Thomas  Clark  was  of  Dorcester,  Mass.,  in  1636.  He 
removed  to  Boston.  His  wife's  christian  name  was  Mary 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  possibly  others. 

Samuel  Clark  came  from  Dovenshire,  England,  To 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  in  1636.  He  married  Hannah  Ford' 
ham,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three,  possibly  other 
children. 

In  1637  or  shortly  thereafter  two  immigrant  brothers, 
Carew,  and  Thomas  Clark  came  from  Suffolk  County, 
England  and  settled  at  Newport  ,R.  I.  Carew  is  said  to  have 
had  no  children.  Thomas  married  a  wife  named  Jane  but 
no  record  of  any  children.  Two  other  brothers,  John  and 
Joseph  settled  at  the  same  place  and  these  brothers  made  a 
good  beginning  for  Newport.  John  was  married  three 
times  but  no  children  are  reported.  Joseph  married  twice 
and  ten  children  are  reported. 
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About  1638  another  John  Clark  was  living  at  Newbury, 
Conn.,  his  wife  was  Martha  Saltonstill  and  they  had  a  son 
and  a  daughter  and  perhaps  other  children. 

James  Clark  was  living  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1638. 
His  first  wife's  name  is  not  given  but  his  second  wife  was 
Ann  Wakefield.  He  was  the  father  of  one  son  by  the  first 
wife  and  possibly  of  others  by  the  second  wife. 

William  Clark  was  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1639  and  died 
in  1681,  leaving  four  sons  and  several  daughters. 

Arthur  Clark  was  of  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1640  and  is  said 
to  have  previously  resided  at  Hampton,  and  later  to  have 
removed  to  Boston.  His  wife's  christian  name  was  Sarah 
and  they  had  one  son  and  one  daughter. 

Hugh  Clark  was  of  Watertown,  Mass.,  in  1640.  His 
wife's  name  was  Elizabeth  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Jeremiah  Clark  made  his  home  in  Newport  in  1639  but 
previously  had  lived  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  was  the 
father  of  eight  children. 

Another  John  Clark  is  reported  to  have  been  living  at 
Saybrook  in  the  year  1639  and  was  the  father  of  three  chil' 
dren. 

Another  Thomas  Clark  was  living  at  Boston  in  1640, 
and  his  wife's  name  was  Elizabeth  and  they  had  four  children. 

Another  William  Clark  was  living  at  Lynn,  Mass.,  in 
1640.  His  wife's  name  was  Mary  and  they  had  six  daughters 
and  four  sons. 

Jonas  Clark  was  living  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  prior  to 
the  year  1642,  and  his  wife's  name  was  Sarah.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children  and  then  Sarah  died  and  he 
married  Elizabeth  Clark  in  1649.  They  were  blessed  with 
seven  children.  Then  the  wife,  Elizabeth  died  and  he 
married  another  woman  whose  christian  name  is  given  as 
Elizabeth  but  the  surname  is  not  given  and  they  are  noted 
as  having  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
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A  Joseph  Clark  settled  at  Medfield,  Mass.,  before 
1642  and  he  married  Alice  Pepper.  They  have  nine  chil- 
dren to  their  account. 

Richard  Clark  was  living  at  Rowley,  Mass.,  about  1643 
and  his  wife's  name  is  given  as  Alice  and  they  had  five 
children. 

Christopher  Clark  was  living  at  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1646. 
His  wife's  name  is  given  as  Rebecca  and  they  had  eight 
children. 

Edward  Clark  was  of  Haverhill,  Mass.,  in  1646  and  was 
said  to  have  removed  to  New  Hampshire  and  to  have  left  a 
son  Edward. 

James  Clark  of  Boston,  in  1646,  married  a  wife  whose  name 
is  given  as  Elinor  and  they  had  ten  children. 

In  1647  another  John  Clark  lived  at  Springfield,  Mass., 
his  wife  was  Elizabeth  Stebbins  and  they  had  three  children. 

Edmund  Clark  of  Gloucester,  Mass.,  in  1650  had  as  wife 
Agnes  and  they  had  a  son  and  a  daughter  and  probably 
other  children. 

Other  of  the  name  who  emigrated  to  America  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  seventeenth  century  are  known :  John  of 
New  London  in  1656;  Thomas  of  Reading  in  1658;  William 
of  Boston  in  1659;  John  of  New  Haven  in  1661;  William 
of  Haddon,  Conn,  in  1662;  Thomas  of  Ipswick  in  1662; 
Nathaniel  of  Newbury  in  1663;  Thaddeus  of  Falmouth  in 
1663;  Robert  of  Stradford  in  1665;  John  of  Hartford  before 
1667;  Samuel  of  Boston  in  1674;  Percival  of  Boston  in  1675; 
William  of  Boston  in  1679;  John  of  Roxbury  in  1680; 
Thomas  of  Yarmouth  in  1682;  Jonathan  of  Newbury  in 
1683;  Thomas  of  Charlestown  in  1684;  George  of  Roxbury 
in  1695;  The  descendants  of  many  of  these  early  settlers 
reach  into  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  descendants  of  these  and  other  emigrant  settlers 
have  spread  to  practically  every  state  in  the  Union  and  have 
aided  as  much  in  the  growth  and  development  of  the  country 
as  their  ancestors  did  in  its  founding. 
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Diverse  in  their  interests  and  abilities  Clarks  in  America 
have  been  characterized  in  general  by  tenacity  of  purpose, 
integrity,  sociability,  and  a  humanitarian  interest  in  their 
fellowmen  which  has  led  some  of  the  family  into  the  fields  of 
medicine,  literature,  science,  and  statecraft. 

We  find  among  the  names  of  those  who  served  as  officers 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution;  Lieutenant  Colonel  John,  of 
Conn.,  Captains  John  and  Robert,  of  Penn;  Lieutenant 
Colonel  and  Brigadier  General  George,  of  Va.  Captains 
Norman  and  Silas  of  Mass.;  Captains  Oliver  and  Ethan,  of 
R.  L;  and  Colonel  Thomas,  of  N.  C. 

Among  those  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in 
various  professions  we  find:  Scientists,  Statesmen,  Editors, 
Legislators,  Capitalists,  public  officials,  sculptors,  and  musi' 
cians. 

We  now  turn  our  investigations  into  the  family  of  Bri' 
gadier  General  George  Rogers  Clark  who  was  born  at  Mon' 
ticello,  Va.,  1752.    He  died  in  1818. 

From  World  Encylopedia  we  get  the  following: 

"George  Rogers  Clark  was  an  American  Soldier  and 
pioneer.  He  first  became  prominent  as  a  leader  among  the 
early  settlers  in  the  territory  of  Kentucky  after  learning 
the  profession  of  a  land  surveyor  and  taking  part  in  the 
Shawnee  Indian  wars  in  Ohio.  He  represented  Kentucky 
in  the  Virginia  legislature  in  1776  and  took  a  distinguished 
part  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Commissioned  by  Governor 
Patrick  Henry  to  raise  troops  to  capture  the  British  posts 
in  Illinois,  he  obtained  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-colonel,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1776  gained  possession  of  Kaskaikai,  Cah' 
hokie,  and  Vincennes.  Later,  as  a  Brigadier-general,  he 
tried  to  take  Detroit  from  the  British,  but  did  not  succeed. 
His  achievements  in  the  fronti^er  country,  then  known  as  the 
Great  North  west,  virtually  gave  the  new  republic  the 
great  territory  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Alleghennies. 
For  his  conquests  undoubtedly  contributed  to  securing  this 
region  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
Britain  in  1783.   After  the  war  he  resumed  his  leadership  in 
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frontier  warfare  against  the  Indians.  Virginia  gave  him  an 
annuity  and  a  grant  of  land  for  his  services  in  the  Revolu' 
tion." 

It  is  quite  certain  that  George  Rogers  Clark  became  well 
acquainted  with  Andrew  Jackson  as  they  were  both  officers 
in  the  regular  army.  Jackson  was  a  Major-general  and 
Clark  a  Brigadier-general. 

So  far  as  records  or  tradition  goes  George  Rogers  Clark 
had  only  one  son.  He  became  known  as  Dr.  John  Clark. 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  warm  friendship  grew 
up  between  the  two  army  officers  and  that  Jackson  sug- 
gested to  the  son  of  his  fellow  comrade  that  he  would  find 
congenial  friends  in  his  old  home  country  of  North  Carolina 
and  that  led  Dr.  John  Clark  to  go  to  the  Waxhaw  Settlement 
for  the  practice  of  medicine  as  there  was  no  Doctor  nearer 
than  25  miles.  Also  the  Dr.'s  father  had  died  in  I8l8  and 
left  a  fighting  record  behind  him  and  his  Doctor  son  could 
better  succeed  in  a  new  country. 

It  is  tradition  that  the  Dr.  inherrited  considerable 
property  from  his  father's  estate  and  he  converted  that 
into  what  cash  he  could  get  and  found  his  way  to  the 
settlement  near  where  Jackson  was  born.  Here  he  found 
the  Godfreys  and  bought  some  800  acres  of  land.  He  soon 
had  a  very  wide  territory  over  which  he  traveled  ministering 
to  the  sick  and  suffering. 

How  He  Came  to  Be  Known  As  Godfrey 
People  would  come  from  long  distances  for  a  Dr.  and 
he  being  in  the  Godfrey  settlement  and  living  with  Godfreys 
they  just  called  for  Dr.  Godfrey.  He  did  not  object  to  this 
and  the  unusual  happened  he  was  soon  known  as  Dr.  God- 
frey and  he  just  put  himself  down  as  Dr.  John  Clark  Godfrey. 
Just  how  long  he  remained  single  is  not  known  to  this 
writer  but  about  1825,  judging  from  the  age  of  his  children, 
it  must  have  been  about  this  date  that  he  was  over  in  the 
Flint  Hill  section  of  York  County,  S.  C.  and  there  met, 
wooed,  and  won  the  heart  of  the  most  beautiful  girl  in  that 
settlement  and  they  were  married. 
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This  girl  was  named  Rebecca  Owen.  Enquiries  among 
the  older  members  of  the  present  generation  fail  to  reveal 
the  name  of  her  father  or  mother  but  it  is  definitely  known 
that  she  was  sister  of  Rev.  W.  C.  Owen,  a  Baptist  preacher. 
She  soon  became  the  queen  of  the  settlement.  She  and  her 
Doctor  husband  were  blessed  with  plenty  of  worldly  goods 
for  their  day  but  they  never  forget  those  with  less  comforts. 
Grandmother  could  preside  at  any  social  function  with  grace 
and  charm  and  entertain  royalty  without  the  least  em' 
barrassment. 

The  Dr.  had  a  commodious  log  house  built.  Then  a 
large  log  barn  and  a  large  lot  surrounding  it.  The  place 
being  on  the  road  leading  to  the  market  in  Camden,  S.  C. 
was  soon  the  camping  ground  for  farmers  from  further  up 
the  country  to  drive  their  hogs  and  cattle  to  market.  It  is 
said  that  large  droves  of  hogs  were  kept  in  that  lot  many 
times  and  fed  from  the  Dr.'s  crib  with  no  cost  to  the  owners. 

Grand  mother  died  in  1847  when  her  youngest  son, 
Jimmy,  was  only  two  years  old.  Her  husband,  the  Dr., 
never  fully  recovered  from  the  severe  shock  and  only  lived 
six  years  longer  and  died  in  1853.  Their  children  rose  up 
to  call  them  blessed. 

Children  born  to  this  union  were:  Henderson,  Eliza, 
Susan,  Copeland,  and  John  James. 

Henderson  married  Mahala  King.  They  had  one 
daughter.  Lum  Lewis  is  their  grandson  and  the  only 
relative  of  this  family. 

Henderson  died  and  his  widow  married  John  MjUer. 
She  died  and  John  Miller  then  married  Susannah  Godfrey, 
a  sister  of  Robert  Godfrey.  Miller  went  to  the  civil  War 
but  never  returned  and  it  is  said  that  correspondence  be' 
tween  him  and  home  folks  were  resumed  after  the  close 
of  the  war  and  instead  of  making  his  way  home  on  foot 
as  many  soldiers  did  he  went  to  work  as  a  carpenter  to  earn 
money  to  come  home  on  trains  and  while  at  work  he  fell 
from  some  scaffolding  and  was  killed.  This  information  is 
said  to  be  authentic. 
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Eliza  married  Jackson  King.  She  was  a  fine  spzcinian  of 
womanhood  and  inherited  a  humanitarian  disposition  and 
was  a  real  mother  to  her  younger  brother,  Jimmy,  as  well 
as  to  her  own  ten  children.  She  was  a  mid- wife  for  many 
years.  It  is  said  that  no  night  was  too  dark  and  no  storm  too 
severe  for  her  to  brave  and  go  to  the  bed'side  of  a  sister 
in  need  at  that  critical  time  in  every  mother's  life.  Many 
have  sung  her  praises  as  they  have  recalled  her  devotion. 

She  was  the  mother  of  the  following  sons  and  daughters : 
Sanford,  John,  Jack,  Rufus  and  Lewis,  Becky,  Lizzie,  Oda, 
Novia,  and  Amelia.  Many  are  the  descendants  of  this 
family. 

Susan  Married  Calvin  Broom.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  boys  and  one  girl,  viz;  Joe,  died  in  young  manhood, 
Jim,  and  Willie,  and  Martha.    Susan  died. 

Copeland  married  Margaret  McNeely.  They  were 
blessed  with  three  children:  Stowe,  John,  and  Lou. 

After  the  death  of  Susan,  Copeland  died.  His  widow 
and  Calvin  Broom  then  married. 

Jim  Broom  married  Belle  Wolfe.  They  give  a  good  ac' 
count  of  themselves  with  a  large  family  of  children  and 
grandchildren. 

Willie  Broom  married  Lou  Winchester.  They  were  of 
sorrowing  hearts  at  the  loss  of  a  son  and  a  daughter  in  the 
teen  age. 

Martha  (Mattie)  married  George  Godfrey.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  boys  and  three  girls. 

Stowe  Godfrey  married  Henrietta  Blythe.  The  family 
is  not  known  to  this  author. 

John  (John  Clennie)  married  Minnie  Flowers.  This  family 
is  unknown  to  the  writer  but  reports  are  that  there  is  a 
large  and  influential  number  of  them. 

Lou  Godfrey  married  James  H.  Godfrey.  They  reared  the 
unlucky  number  of  thirteen  children.  They  were  all  reared 
to  manhood  and  womanhood  in  the  old  home  and  have 
gone  out  into  the  world  as  workmen,  farmers  and  merchants. 

-48.- 


NAME    AND     FAMILY     OF     GODFREY 

James  H.  Godfrey  was  a  devout  christian  and  stood  for 
the  best  in  a  community.  He  served  as  a  school  committee' 
man  for  many  years  and  knew  all  the  children  of  the  local 
district  and  could  give  a  school  census  of  the  district  sitting 
around  his  own  fireside. 

He  was  a  deacon  of  the  old  church  for  many  years. 

Cousin  Lou  Godfrey  was  a  genuine  mother  and  was  asked 
how  she  got  her  large  crowd  of  children  ready  for  Sunday 
School  on  Sunday  morning  and  she  very  gently  said  ''I 
start  the  day  before."  She  was  President  of  the  "Womans 
Missionary  Society"  for  a  number  of  years  and  found  time 
to  think  of  others  as  well  as  her  own  large  flock. 

John  James  Godfrey  (Uncle  Jimmy,  as  he  was  affection' 
ately  called)  was  an  outstanding  character  in  his  day.  He 
was  born  September  6,  1845.  He  had  a  mellow  voice  and 
learned  some  of  the  rudiments  of  music  and  taught  singing 
schools  in  his  teens.  He  was  elected  a  deacon  of  his  church 
during  the  War  when  he  was  only  sixteen  years  old. 

He  was  called  into  service  during  the  Civil  War  and 
served  with  the  ''Home  Guards."  His  military  record  is 
not  available. 

After  the  war  closed  he  started  life  anew.  He  married 
Nancy  Billue  on  August  3,  1865.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  Billue  and  was  born  on  the  11th  of  February  1843. 
Educational  opportunities  for  them  were  very  limited  but 
they  had  the  fundamentals  that  make  a  family  or  nation 
great.  The  scriptural  statement  for  a  woman  was  very 
applicable  here,  viz;  ""Her  husband  is  known  in  the  gates, 
when  he  sitteth  among  the  elders  of  the  land." 

Uncle  Jimmy  was  always  interested  in  the  education  of 
the  young  people  of  his  community.  He  with  others  built 
and  furnished  a  little  school'house  for  the  home  district  and 
served  as  one  of  the  committee  for  many  years.  When  the 
Wingate  School  (A  Baptist  High  School)  was  organized 
he  was  made  one  of  the  Trustees  and  served  four  years. 
He  served  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Deacons  of  his  church 
for  many,  many  years. 
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He  and  his  beloved  companion  reared  ten  children,  viz; 
Fancheon,  Emmie,  Mary,  Alice,  Roxie,  Bernice,  Judson, 
Frank,  Roy,  and  Meek.  Fancheon  was  a  school  teacher  for 
a  number  of  years.  Judson  taught  school  in  the  old  home 
district  for  seven  years  in  succession;  was  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  public  road  supervisor,  and  list  taker  for  several 
terms. 

He  married  Carrie  Robinson  who  by  the  greatest  courage 
ever  bestowed  upon  a  widow  prepared  herself  for  a  trained 
Nurse  and  reared  and  educated  the  daughter  left  to  her  on 
the  death  of  the  husband.  She  has  held  the  responsible 
position  as  County  nurse  for  the  home  county  and  at  present 
holds  that  position. 

Alice  and  the  writer  were  married  in  1893.  We  have 
been  serving  in  the  capacity  of  pastor  and  preacher's  wife 
and  school  teacher  and  community  builder  for  so  many 
years  that  nothing  is  too  great  for  us  to  undertake  for  the 
good  of  our  fellowmen. 

The  Godfreys  have  been  talking  of  an  annual  re'union 
to  keep  in  touch  with  each  other  for  several  years  but  no 
definite  steps  were  taken  until  August  1936.  Several  fami- 
lies assembled  in  the  grove  at  Spurgeon  Walters'  and  a 
picnic  dinner  was  served  and  a  definite  decision  made  to 
hold  annual  meetings  at  the  old  home  church  (Waxhaw 
Baptist,  known  to  some  as  Round  Top)  and  in  order  to  make 
this  a  permanent  gathering  place  the  following  officers 
were  elected  to  serve  one  year:  J.  W.  Rowell,  President, 
C.  H.  Godfrey,  Vice  President,  and  J.  S.  Walters,  Secretary. 
The  President  then  appointed  Mrs.  Florence  Godfrey,  Ben 
Walters,  and  Mrs.  Arlie  Norwood  as  a  program  committee 
for  1937. 

In  accordance  with  this  beginning  a  very  fine  program 
was  arranged  and  a  great  meeting  held  at  the  old  church  on 
Sunday  September  5,  1937. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  1938: 

C.  H.  Godfrey,  President. 

Mark  Godfrey,  Vice  President. 

Mrs.  Onalee  Hubbard,  Secretary. 
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The  President  then  appointed  as  program  committee 
for  1938,  Mrs.  Roxie  Morris,  Carrie  Mae  Godfrey,  and 
Mrs.  Nancy  Rowell. 

J.  W.  Rowell  was  appointed  historian. 

With  this  beginning  it  should  not  be  difficult  to  keep  a 
history  of  the  different  families. 


/.  /.  Godfrey  and  monument  to  his  memory. 
Deacon  of  church  for  more  than  60  years. 
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WAXHAW  LODGE,  NO.  562 

A.    F.    iff  A.   U. 

Waxhaw,  N.  C. 

U 


J.  J.  Godfrey 

Whereas,  on  May  28,  1927,  Our  Heavenly  Father,  in 
His  infinite  wisdom,  called  Brother  J.J.  Godfrey,  one  of  our 
beloved  members,  to  the  Great  Beyond,  and 

Whereas,  by  his  death  Waxhaw  Lodge  No.  562,  A.  F. 
&P  A.  M.,  does  sadly  mourn,  we  desire  to  express  to  his 
family  our  deepest  sympathy  in  their  hour  of  sorrow  and 
bereavement. 

Therefore,  Be  it  Resolved  by  Waxhaw  Lodge  No.  562, 
A.  F.  5?  A.  M. 

First,  That  while  we  mourn  the  loss  of  our  brother,  we 
bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  will  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  who  doeth  all  things  wisely  and  well. 

Second,  That  a  page  of  our  minute  book  'be  inscribed 
to  his  memory,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent 
to  the  Orphans  Friend  and  Masonic  Journal  for  publication 
and  a  copy  to  his  family. 

W.  P.  Neely. 
W.  J.  Hardage 
E.  W.  Howey 

Committee 
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Address  o  f  the  President  at  the  Godfrey  Reunion  Sept. 
5,  1937. 

To  YOU  WHO  ASSIGNED  this  important  task  to  me,  you  must 
have  had  something  against  me  and  wanted  to  pay  me  off 
in  an  assignment  of  this  kind. 

I  have  found  myself  searching  through  all  the  books  I 
could  find  on  such  topics  and  found  none.  I  have  tried  to 
recall  some  of  the  things  I  have  heard  on  numerous  occasions 
and  have  found  that  very  difficult. 

However,  some  fellow  way  out  in  Iowa  quoted  the  fol' 
lowing  but  did  not  give  the  author's  name: 

^'As  I  stroll  along  the  highways 

Of  a  hundred  \mds  of  men. 
Let  me  turn  into  the  byways 

Of  the  humble,  now  and  then; 
Let  me  reach  the  corner  quickly. 

Where  the  path  of  friendship  starts. 
And  the  bright  flowers  blossom  thic\ly 

In  the  lane  of  loving  hearts. 

"As  I  trail,  where  trails  go  winding, 

Let  me  tal{e  the  path  that  leads 
On  to  where  Fm  sure  of  finding 

Simple  hearts  and  noble  deeds; 
Up  the  trail  that  winds  and  angles. 

As  through  rugged  pines  and  oa\s, 
Where  there  are  no  spoils  and  spangles. 

And  where  men  are  God's  own  fol\s.^^ 

Preachers  sometimes  take  a  text  but  never  say  or  tell 
anything  about  its  origin  or  its  teaching.  If  I  do  that  this 
morning  blame  it  on  the  committee  who  put  me  here.  I  now 
announce  my  text: 

"Lest  We  Forget'' 

These  words  were  spoken  by  a  writer  in  an  old  Book  we 
all  highly  prize. 

The  history  of  nations  is  made  up  largely  of  the  history  of 
families  composing  it.  Invade  the  sacred  precincts  of  the 
home  and  destroy  the  virtue  and  integrity  and  respect  and 
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love  and  respect  of  members  of  the  family  for  each  other  and 
the  nation  is  destroyed. 

Many  of  you  present  today  have  heard  many  things 
about  the  Godfreys  and  the  old  church  but  who  has  any 
record? 

We  rejoice  in  each  other's  successes  and  should  share  in 
each  other's  sorrows  but  we  scarcely  know  each  other. 

Oar  meeting  today  is  not  primarily  a  worship  service, 
yet  we  have  not  forgotten  our  devotions. 

Our  meeting  is  not  one  of  revelry  and  desecration  of  the 
sabbath. 

To  you  who  are  the  lineal  descendants  of  the  original 
Godfreys  and  for  whom  this  meeting  is  primarily  held  I 
greet  you  as  one  of  you,  and  give  you  a  hearty  welcome  one 
and  all. 

To  you  who  are  not  related  by  blood  or  marriage,  I  know 
you  wish  you  were,  and  I  feel  sorry  for  you.  Some  of  you 
should  have  done  as  I  did,  pick  out  the  best  looking  one  you 
could  find  and  go  after  that  one  until  he  or  she  decided  to 
take  up  an  abode  with  you  and  be  your  boss.  Then  you 
would  have  been  somebody.  Ha!  But  friends,  one  and  all 
you  are  surely  welcome. 

We  want  to  express  our  thanks  and  deep  appreciation 
to  the  Pastor  and  people  of  this  church  for  the  privilege  of 
meeting  at  this  place. 

Again,  to  you  who  are  of  our  Clan  I  say  "Lest  we  forget" 
that  something  is  expected  of  us  and  that  the  world  still 
needs  leadership,  guidance  and  an  assurance  of  safety,  we 
should  contribute  our  share  to  these  worthy  ideals. 

Then  we  need  to  remind  each  other  that  there  are  yet 
hard  places  to  overcome;  perhaps  not  so  hard  as  were  faced 
by  those  who  first  felled  the  trees,  hewed  the  logs  and  built 
here  a  house  to  worship  the  Creator. 

Perhaps  the  difficulties  are  not  so  great  as  they  were 
when  old  man  James  Godfrey  hitched  two  horses  to  an 
old-time  mountain  wagon  and  started  on  a  visit  to  his  Yadkin 
county  relatives  at  layin'  by  time.    He  would  travel  all  day 
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and  probably  meet  three  people  or  families  and  a  brief  stop 
of  ten  minutes  with  each  and  they  knew  practically  all  of 
each  others  affairs  for  the  past  12  months. 

The  good  wife  had  been  busy  for  days.  She  had  baked  an 
old  time  PONE  of  bread  to  last  on  the  journey.  It  took  three 
days  to  make  the  trip.  What  joy  to  the  young  people 
camping  out.  Well  the  world  moved  slowly  in  those  days 
but  much  more  surely  and  safely  than  at  present. 

Lest  we  forget.  The  sum  and  substance  of  this  meeting 
and  greeting  is  contained  in  the  following  poem.  The  author 
is  unknown.    It  is  titled  "Hello" 

'Wh.en  you  meet  a  friend  in  woe 
Wal\  right  up  and  say.  Hello; 
Say,  Hello,  and  how  do  you  do — 
How's  the  world  a  u-sing  you? 
Is  he  clothed  in  rags?   Oh!  sho; 
Rags  are  hut  a  common  roll 
For  to  cover  up  a  soul. 
And  a  soul  that's  good  and  true 
Is  worthy  of  a  hearty  howdo'you'do. 

When  big  ships  meet  at  sea 
They  salute  and  sail  away 
Just  li\e  you  and  just  li\e  me. 
Lonesome  ships  upon  the  sea. 
Each  one  sailing  its  own  jig 
To  the  port  beyond  the  fog. 
Let  your  spea\ing  trumpet  blow. 
Lift  your  horn  and  cry.  Hello. 

Say,  Hello,  and  ho'do'you'do. 
Plenty  fol\s  as  good  as  you 
When  they  leave  this  home  of  clay 
For  that  distant  far  away. 
When  we  travel  thru  strange  country 
The  other  side  the  range 
Then  the  fol\s  we  helped  will  \now 
who  we  be,  and  say.  Hello. 
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Papers  prepared  and  read  at  the  2nd  Annual  reunion 
of  the  Godfrey  Clan. 

James  Godfrey  by  C.  H.  Godfrey 

James  Godfrey,  deceased,  having  descendants  now  living 
in  several  States,  was  a  native  of  Virginia. 

In  pioneer  days,  he  came  to  Yadkin  county,  North 
Carolina,  but  did  not  remain  there  very  long.  After  coming 
to  Union  county,  he  married  Nancy  Shannon  in  the  early 
eighteen  hundreds.  Their  sons  were  Henry,  Tom,  Steve, 
John  S.,  Davie,  and  Jackson.  Again  he  and  his  wife  with 
four  of  their  sons  returned  to  Yadkin  county;  leaving  Davie 
and  John  S.  in  Union  county.  Davie  and  John  S.  married  sis- 
ters. John  S.  married  Tabitha  Rape,  and  Davie,  my  grand- 
father married  Parmellia  Rape. 

Being  one  of  Union  county's  most  distinguished  citizens, 
my  grandfather's  influence  was  far  reaching.  His  loving  and 
giving  spirit  helped  the  poor  and  needy,  cheered  the  de- 
spondent, and  counciled  the  enquiring.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  John  Henderson,  Margaret,  and  James  H.  John 
Henderson  married  Lucinda  Caskey.  To  this  union  one 
son,  John,  was  born.  He  is  now  deceased.  He  has  however, 
children  and  grandchildren  here  today.  Margaret  married 
Lee  Riner,  rearing  several  children  who  are  well  represented 
here  today. 

James  H.,  my  father,  married  Lou  Godfrey,  daughter  of 
Copeland  Godfrey  and  Margaret  McNeeley  Godfrey,  in 
1871.  Their  marriage  was  a  good  example  of  true  love, 
companionship  and  co-operation.  They  worked  hard  and 
faced  many  hardships  of  raising  a  family  of  thirteen  children 
to  manhood  and  womanhood.  Their  faithfulness  and  loyalty 
to  their  church  still  lives  in  the  hearts  of  their  children,  and 
inspires  them  to  meet  in  this  church  as  the  first  organized 
clan  in  remembrance  of  them. 

You  will  not  see  their  names  written  in  the  book  of 
Who's  Who,  nor  recorded  in  the  halls  of  fame;  but  in  the 
heart  of  those  who  knew  them.  There  is  a  memory  that  is 
sweet  and  inspiring. 
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So  while  they  lie  resting  in  the  cemetery,  may  their 
faith  in  God  and  their  fellowmen,  their  high  ideals  and 
sturdy  characters  live  on  down  through  the  ages  as  an  in' 
fluence  for  good  for  their  descendants. 

Then,  when  the  last  trumpet  sounds  and  the  greatest 
reunion  is  organized,  may  we  all  meet  again  face  to  face  as 
the  greatest  CLAN. 

Papers  prepared  and  read  at  the  2nd  annual  reunion 
of  the  Godfrey  Clan,  September  5,  1937,  at  Waxhaw  Baptist 
Church. 

James  Godfrey  (Irish  Jim) 

When  one  takes  it  upon  himself  or  herself  to  write  con- 
cerning a  person  who,  though  closely  related,  lived  before 
the  writer  was  born  finds  it  a  very  difficult  task  owing  to  the 
neglect  of  the  American  people  to  keep  accurate  records  of 
any  persons  except  the  outstanding  or  leading  citizens  in  the 
political  world.  Many  who  are  just  as  much  entitled  to 
fame  who  have  had  the  weighty  problems  of  life  to  solve 
that  were  much  more  exacting  and  required  more  skill  and 
good  judgement  than  any  or  all  the  political  issues  of  any 
age. 

Whether  Irish  Jim  Godfrey  was  full  of  wit  and  really 
an  Irishman  or  not  this  writer  does  not  say.  However,  I  will 
say  with  the  Irishman  who  when  asked,  "Pat  if  you  were  not 
an  Irishman  what  would  you  rather  be?"  Pat  answers,  ''Oi, 
if  I  were  not  an  Irishman  I  would  be  ashamed  of  meself." 
If  this  writer  was  not  sure  that  she  was  a  lineal  descendant 
of  Irish  Jim  Godfrey  she  would  be  ashamed  to  read  this 
morning. 

Irish  Jim  Godfrey  was  a  devout  christian  and  church 
worker.  He  married  Annie  Morris.  They  reared  the  follow- 
ing children:  John,  Jacob,  Robert  and  Susannah.  They 
would  drive  several  miles  in  an  old  time  wagon  to  get  to 
their  church  meetings. 

Jacob  never  married.  He  was  the  head  of  the  family 
and  accepted  his  responsibility  after  the  death  of  his  father, 

-58- 


NAME    AND    FAMILY     OF     GODFREY 

John  married  Sarah  Walkup.  Their  children  are  Uving: 
Fuller,  Jim,  Tom,  Lilly,  and  Fannie,  all  good  citizens. 

Robert  married  Becky  King.  Their  children  were: 
Alice,  Bessie,  Rufus,  Jack,  and  Claud.  We  are  here  in  good 
numbers  to  give  an  account  of  our  heritage. 

Susannah  married  John  Miller.  He  was  a  devout  be- 
liever  in  the  Union  of  the  States  and  when  the  civil  War 
ended  he  never  returned  to  the  South.  However,  his 
children  are:  Anner,  who  married  Luke  Hallman,  and 
Lizzie,  who  married  Doc  Helms.  We  are  not  informed  as 
to  the  later  families  but  hope  they  are  represented  here 
tO'day. 

By  Connie  Godfrey 

John  S.  Godfrey 

By  Mary  Lou  Godfrey 

John  S.  Godfrey  married  Tobitha  Rape.  Their  children 
were  Rich,  Alfred,  George,  and  Millie. 

John  S.  and  two  sons.  Rich  and  Alfred  entered  the 
civil  War  together.  The  mother  had  died  and  John  S.  had 
married  Ann  Morris.  There  were  no  children  by  this 
union.  Ann  visited  her  husband  and  step-sons  in  the  army, 
contracted  fever  and  died  shortly  after  her  return  home. 
John  S.  died  in  the  army  or  was  killed  in  battle. 

The  Charlie  C.  McIlwain  Letter 

The  letter  below  was  found  in  the  effects  of  Mrs.  Carrie 
Crow  McMurray  after  her  death  in  September  1937-  The 
Author  knew  C.  C.  McIlwain  and  it  is  thought  that  this 
was  written  in  the  late  90's. 

''Mr.  Editor:  Our  weekly  visitor  brings  me  news  from 
my  old  stamping  ground  from  February  1856  till  December 
1870,  thirteen  long  years  and  four  of  those  years  will  never 
be  forgotten.  Yesterday  the  people  of  the  South  strewed 
flowers  on  the  graves  of  the  men  who  offered  up  their  lives 
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on  their  country's  altar.  As  I  look  over  the  McCorkle  and 
Waxhaw  Godfrey  cemeteries,  my  mind  reads  the  inscription 
on  the  grave  of  every  Confederate  soldier,  if  nothing  but 
a  flint  rock  marks  his  last  resting  place. 

Robert  Jennings  was  the  first  soldier  buried  at  the 
Waxhaw  Godfrey's  church.  He  belonged  to  Company  B., 
26th  N.  C.  regiment  and  was  a  poor  orphan  boy,  and  died 
at  Samuel  McWhorter's  with  measles.  George  A.  Winches' 
ter,  of  Company  F.,  North  Carolina  regiment  was  the  first 
Confederate  soldier  buried  at  the  McCorkle  Givens  cemetery. 
He  was  the  son  of  William  Winchester  and  the  last  boy  he 
had.  He  died  in  1863.  I  helped  to  bury  him.  The  death  of 
his  son  George  hastened  his  death,  but  the  death  of  his 
son-in'law  in  a  Northern  prison  and  the  burial  of  two 
grandsons  in  Confederate  uniform  finished  him,  George 
Baker  was  the  first  Confederate  soldier  buried  at  Tirzah 
church.  He  belonged  to  Company  F.,  48th  North  Carolina 
regiment.  I  saw  him  buried.  Tom  Craig  was  then  on 
crutches,  shot  in  the  leg.  I  think  he  belonged  to  the  12  th 
South  Carolina  regiment,  Vanlanding's  Company.  The 
captain  lost  a  leg  in  war,  I  think.  Sim  Howie  and  Millen 
McMurray  were  in  the  Company.  Col.  Dixon  Barnes  was 
their  Colonel  and  was  killed  in  the  second  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor.  I  promised  an  old  friend  to  give  him  some  local 
history.    This  is  a  memorial  letter. 

C.  C.  Mc  Ilwain. 
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Sketches 

The  following  sketch  was  given  to  the  author  by  Esquire 
Henry  McWhorter  in  September  1937  and  the  'Squire 
doesn't  like  for  a  person  to  question  the  place  of  the  birth 
of  Andrew  Jackson  when  he  has  all  the  facts  and  knows 
the  truth  of  his  statements. 

Andrew  Jackson,  Sr.  emigrated  to  this  country  before 
1765.  He  settled  near  Pleasant  Grove.  Was  very  poor. 
Lived  and  died  in  a  house  with  dirt  floor.  He  died  in  cold 
weather  and  snow  on  the  ground.  He  was  a  staunch  Presby' 
terian  and  was  buried  at  old  Waxhaw  Presbyterian  church 
in  South  Carolina.  The  only  means  of  conveyance  in  those 
days  in  winter  was  sleds.  Accordingly,  a  sled  was  arranged 
and  the  corpse  placed  in  a  home'made  coffin  and  the  journey 
was  undertaken.  The  coffin  was  a  bit  longer  than  the  sled 
and  at  the  place  called  "Turner's  hilF'  the  coffin  touched 
the  ground  and  the  sled  went  from  under  it.  The  driver 
did  not  notice  it  and  when  he  reached  the  church  he  had 
no  corpse  to  bury.  A  hurried  return  was  made  and  the 
coffin  and  contents  were  found  on  the  hill  mentioned  above 
and  taken  to  the  church  and  duly  buried. 

This  is  the  tradition  that  has  been  passed  from  generation 
to  generation  in  the  Waxhaw  settlement. 

Andrew  Jackson,  the  President,  had  not  been  born 
Mrs.  Jackson  did  not  return  to  the  home  near  Pleasant 
Grove  but  stopped  with  her  relatives,  the  McCamey's  near 
the  North  and  South  Carolina  line.  Elizabeth  McWhorter, 
great  Grandmother  of  the  'Squire  was  mid'wife  and  was 
present  and  officiated  in  that  capacity  when  Andrew  Jackson 
was  born. 

The  'Squire  also  gave  the  following: 

"Waxhaw  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  in  1755* 
It  was  an  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  church  until 
1775  when  it  is  reported  that  it  went  over  to  the  Presby 
terian  church.  Members  lived  in  both  North  and  South 
Carolina  at  that  time." 
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Here  was  horn  'March  15,  1767,  Andrew  Jac\son,  Seventh  President  of 
The  United  States 
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Other  Traditions 

The  members  of  old  Waxhaw  Presbyterian  church  who 
lived  in  settlement  of  the  Godfreys,  where  Waxhaw  Baptist 
church  now  stands  were  not  satisfied  with  the  change  from 
an  ARP  church  to  the  Presbyterian  by  the  old  Waxhaw  ARP 
started  work,  as  related  elsewhere,  on  the  Providence  road 
near  Waxhaw  creek  and  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from 
where  Waxhaw  Baptist  church  now  stands,  and  built  a 
log  house  but  were  not  successful.  This  was  about  1800. 
The  house  was  burned  and  that  was  taken  as  the  mark 
of  disfavor  by  the  Almighty  and  the  Presbyterians  moved 
further  South  and  made  another  effort  and  held  services 
near  McCains  cross  roads  but  finally  moved  still  further 
down  the  road  to  where  Tirzah  now  stands  and  have  been 
very  successful  and  some  very  strong  men  and  influential 
citizens  have  come  from  that  particular  church  and  com- 
munity. 

More  Light  on  Andrew  Jackson's  Birthplace 

The  oft  repeated  but  never  settled  controversy  over  the 
location  of  Andrew  Jackson's  birthplace  bobbed  up  again 
this  week  when  the  Gastonia  Gazette  received  a  letter 
from  a  student  of  North  Carolina  history  who  has  spent 
much  time  in  research  along  this  line.  His  name  is  Robert 
F.  Cope,  of  Ranlo,  and  he  wrote  the  Gazette  as  follows: 

"In  your  column  Friday,  June  l7th,  you  mentioned  receiving  a  card 
from  a  friend  that  contained  the  quotation  that  'I  was  born  in  South 
Carolina,  as  I  have  been  told,  at  the  plantation  whereon  James  Crawford 
lived,  about  one  mile  from  the  Carolina  road  of  the  Waxhaw  Creek' 
Andrew  Jackson  to  James  H.  Witherspoon,  July  11,  1824.  Well,  here  is 
one  tar  heel  who  is  yet  to  be  convinced  that  Andrew  Jackson  was  born 
in  South  Carolina.  It  is  true  that  Jackson  thought  he  was  born  there, 
and  it  is  true  that  he  often  referred  to  that  State  as  his  birthplace.  The 
following  quotation  from  Jethro  Rumple's  'History  of  Rowan  County' 
reveals  too  much  for  me  to  believe  anything  else. 

"In  1765  Andrew  Jackson,  Sr.,  with  his  wife,  two  sons,  and  three 
neighbors — John,  Robert,  and  Joseph  Crawford — emigrated  from  Car- 
rickfergus,  Ireland,  to  America,  and  settled  in  the  'Waxhaw'  on  the 
boundary  between  North  and  South  Carolina.  While  some  of  the  com- 
pany  settled  in  South  Carolina,  Jackson  settled  on  twelve  Mile  creek,  in 
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Mecklenburg,  (now  Union)  county,  N.  C.  In  the  spring  of  1767  Andrew 
Jackson  died,  and  in  a  rude  farm  wagon  his  body  was  carried  to  the  Wax' 
haw  church  and  deposited  in  the  graveyard.  The  family  did  not  return 
to  their  home  on  Twelve  Mile  Creek,  but  went  to  the  house  of  George 
McKamie,  a  brother'in-law,  not  far  from  the  church,  and  a  quarter-mile 
from  the  boundary  of  the  States,  but  in  North  Carolina.  There  Andrew 
Jackson,  the  younger,  was  born,  the  night  after  his  father's  funeral,  March 
15,  1767-  Evidence  for  all  this,  most  conclusive,  and  convincing,  was 
collected  by  Gen.  Samuel  H.  Walkup,  of  Union  county,  in  1858,  and  may 
be  found  in  the  first  volume  of  Farton's  Life  of  Jackson.  Three  weeks  after 
his  birth,  his  mother  moved  with  the  family  to  the  residence  of  her  brother' 
in'law,  Mr.  Crawford,  in  South  Carolina.  Here  Andrew  grew  up,  wild, 
reckless,  daring,  working  on  the  farm,  riding  horses,  hunting,  going  to  Ud 
field  schools,  and  picking  up  a  little  education  here  and  there. 

"There  you  are,  folks.  Don't  you  think  the  above  story  is  absolutely 
true.  It  was  principally  written  by  Dr.  Jethry  Rumple,  of  Salisbury,  in 
1880.  Mr.  Rumple  was  pastor  of  the  first  Presbyterian  church  of  Salisbury 
for  several  years." 

The  above  is  quoted  from  the  issue  of  the  Monroe  En' 
quirer  of  July  7,  1938.  This  Author  is  a  native  of  Union 
county  and  moved  to  the  Waxhaw  Baptist  church  community 
in  1892.  The  McWhorters  have  long  been  friends  of  his 
and  as  school  teacher  in  their  old  field  school  has  heard 
Colonel  William,  (Bill)  George  and  Esquire  Henry  rehearse 
these  old  traditions  and  he  believes  that  North  Carolina  has 
substantial  proof  of  her  claim  to  the  birthplace  of  Andrew 
Jackson. 

Copy  of  Deed  From  Wm.  Spray  to 
Wm.  Godfrey 

This  indenture  made  this  the  18th  day  of  June,  I8l7  be' 
tween  Wm.  Spray  being  of  the  State  of  N.  Carolina,  Meek' 
lenburg  County  of  the  one  part  and  Wm.  Godfrey  of  the 
same  State  and  county  of  the  other  part : 

WITNESSETH— That  the  said  Wm.  Spray  being  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  $57-00  dollars  to  him  in 
hand  paid  by  the  said  Wm.  Godfrey,  the  said  Wm.  Spray' 
berry  doth  bargain,  grant  bargain  sell  deliver  unto  him  the 
said  Wm.  Godfrey  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situated 
on  the  Waxhaw  Creek  and  on  the  waters  of  said  creek  con' 
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taining  72  acres  more  or  less  and  is  bounded  as  follows: 
viz, 

Beginning  at  a  R.  O.  bush  by  the  old  corner  on  the  bank 
and  runs  So.  38  W.  68  poles  to  a  persimmon  on  a  branch; 
thence  along  the  said  branch  96  poles  to  a  W.  O.  thence  up 
the  various  courses  of  the  said  branch  to  the  beginning.  To 
have  and  to  hold  the  aforesaid  72  acres  of  land  and  all  the 
rights,  benefits,  privileges  and  improvements  to  the  same 
Wm.  Godfrey  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  and  the  said  Wm. 
Sprayberry  doth  by  these  presents  warrant  and  will  forever 
defend  the  interest  and  title  of  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever 
the  aforesaid  granted  premises  unto  the  aforesaid  Wm.  God' 
frey  his  heirs  forever  from  all  manner  of  encumbrances 
whatsoever. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Wm.  Sprayberry  hath 
set  his  hand  and  seal  the  year  and  date  above  written. 

Wm.  Sprayberry — Seal 

Test — David  Crenshaw 
Henry  Godfrey 

Mecklenburg  County — November  term  1835 — I  certify  that  the 
execution  of  the  within  deed  was  duly  proven  in  open  Court  by  Henry 
Godfrey,  a  subscribing  witness  thereto  and  was  recorded  it  being  registered. 

December  26, 1835. 

B.  Gates— C.  C.  C. 

Copy  of  Deed  From  James  Godfrey 
TO  Wm.  Godfrey 

This  indenture  made  this  the  18th  day  of  July  1833  made 
by  and  between  James  Godfrey,  Sr.,  of  the  one  part  and 
Wm.  Godfrey  of  the  other  part  both  parties  of  the  County 
of  Mecklenburg  and  State  of  N.  Carolina: 

Witnesseth — That  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum 
of  5  dollars  and  for  good  will  and  good  cause  and  divers 
considerations  and  for  the  above  sum  of  5  dollars  the  receipt 
and  payment  is  hereby  acknowledged  by  the  said  James 
Godfrey,  Sr.  and  therefore  doth  release  aquit  and  discharge 
to  the  said  Wm.  Godfrey  his  heirs  and  assigns  and  for  the 
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above  considerations  doth  sell  convey  and  confirm  to  the 
said  Wm.  Godfrey,  his  heirs,  executors  and  assigns  forever 
all  that  tract,  piece  or  parcel  of  land  situated  in  the  said 
County  on  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  Waxhaw  and 
Twelve  Mile  creeks  subdivided  from  his  father's  old  survey 
as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  small  P.  O.  on  the  spring  branch  on  the 
old  line  Sprays  corner,  thence  So.  59  W.  58  poles  to  a  stake 
and  a  stone;  thence  with  three  of  the  old  lines  So.  63  W. 
1 1  poles  to  a  line  and  iron  wood  in  a  hollow  with  Daughterty 
old  line  N.  30  W.  196  poles  to  a  small  P.  O.  and  pine; 
thence  N.  55  E.  46  poles  to  a  sassafras  in  the  forks  of  a  small 
branch;  thence  up  the  spring  branch  with  all  its  various 
courses  So.  66  E.  10  poles  thence  S.  44  E.  10  poles  thence 
N.S6  E.  16  poles  thence  S.  80  E.  12  poles  thence  So.  55  E.20 
poles,  thence  So.  35  E.  52  poles  to  a  stake;  thence  So.  12  E. 
56  poles  to  a  persimmon  in  the  head  of  a  hollow ;  thence  down 
said  hollow  and  the  spring  branch,  including  the  spring 
(viz)  So.  25  E.  23  poles;  thence  to  the  beginning  about  So. 
30  E.  20  poles.  Containing  95  acres  more  or  less. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  whole  of  the  above  described 
land  and  premises  with  the  appertenances  thereunto  belong' 
ing  to  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  Wm.  God- 
frey his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  and  he  the  said  James  God' 
frey,  Sr.  did  covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  Wm.  God- 
frey that  for  the  above  considerations  the  said  James  Godfrey, 
Sr.  will  warrant  and  forever  and  at  all  times  hereafter 
defend  the  above  land  and  boundaries  from  the  lawful  claim 
or  claims  of  any  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  said  land 
to  him  the  said  Wm.  Godfrey,  his  heirs,  executors,  or  assigns 
forever. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
affixt  my  seal  the  day  and  date  first  above  written. 

his 

James  (X)  Godfrey  {Seal) 

mark 
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Test — Wm.  Black 

Henry  Godfrey 

M£ckj,enburg  County — November  term  1835 — I  certify  that  the 
execution  of  the  within  deed  was  duly  proven  in  open  Court  by  Henry 
Godfrey,  a  subscribing  witness  thereto  and  was  recorded.  Let  it  be 
registered. 

B.  Oates— C.  C.  C. 
December  26,  1835. 
Recorded  in  Book  25,  page  482. 

Copy  of  Deed  From  James  Godfrey,  Sr. 
TO  James  Godfrey,  Jr. 
This  indenture  made  this  the  eighteenth  day  of  July,  Eight- 
een hundred  thirty  three  made  by  and  between  James 
Godfrey,  Sr.  of  the  one  part  and  James  Godfrey,  jr.  of 
the  other  part  both  parties  of  the  county  of  Mecklenburg 
and  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Witnesseth — That  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum 
of  five  dollars,  to  him  in  hand  paid  and  for  good  will  and 
good  cause  and  for  divers  considerations  and  for  the  above 
mentioned  sum  of  five  dollars  the  receipt  and  payment  is 
hereby  acknowledged  by  the  said  James  Godfrey,  Sr.  and 
therefore  doth  release,  aquit  and  discharge  to  the  said 
James  Godfrey,  jr.  and  for  the  above  considerations  doth 
sell,  alien,  convey  and  absolutely  confirm  to  the  said  James 
Godfrey,  jr.,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns 
forever  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situated  in  said  county 
on  the  dividing  ridge  between  Waxhaw  and  Twelve  mile 
creek,  being  sub'divided  from  his  old  survey.  Bounded  as 
follows : 

Beginning  at  a  persimmon  on  the  South  side  of  the  road 
leading  from  John  Godfrey  to  James  Godfrey  house,  thence 
with  said  road  So.  60  West  8  poles  to  a  stake  in  said  road; 
thence  with  the  road  South  79  West  76  poles  to  a  stake  in  the 
lane  by  the  smokehouse ;  thence  with  Henry  Godfrey  line  No. 
4  East  156  poles  to  a  poplar  the  old  corner;  thence  with 
David  Cry's  line  South  32  E.  52  poles  to  a  post  oak;  thence 
with  said  Cry's  line  No.  67  E.  65  poles  to  a  post  oak  the 
ending  corner  of  the  old  survey;  thence  with  the  old  line 
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and  John  Godfrey's  line  to  the  beginning,  containing  sixty- 
acres  by  old  measure. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  whole  of  the  above  described 
land  and  premises  with  all  the  appertanances  thereunto 
belonging  to  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  James 
Godfrey,  jr.  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  and  the  said  James 
Godfrey,  Sr.  for  the  above  considerations  doth  covenant  to 
and  with  James  Godfrey,  jr.  that  he  will  warrant  and  for' 
ever  and  at  all  times  hereafter  defend  the  above  described 
land  from  the  lawful  claim  or  claims  of  any  persons  lawfully 
claiming  said  land  to  him  the  said  James  Godfrey  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  July  18,  1833. 

his 
James  (X)  Godfrey 
mark 

Signed  sealed  in  presense  of  us 
Wm.  Black 
Henry  Godfrey 

State  of  North  Carolina 
Mecklenburg  County 

August  Session  1833. 

I  certify  that  th;  execution  of  th;  within  deed  was  duly  proven  by  William 
Black  and  recorded.    Let  it  be  registered. 

B.  Gates— C.  G.  C. 
Registered  August  29,  1833. 

Wm.  B.  Alexander,  Regr. 

By  A.  McGinn— A.  D.  R. 
Charlotte,  No.  Car. 

Will  of  Stephen  Billue 

The  Following  "Will''  was  made  26th  day  of  April  1837. 
It  is  recorded  in  Book  ''£"  page  203  in  Mecklenburg  Public 
Registry. 

In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen — I,  Stephen  Billue,  of  a  sound 
disposing  mind  but  frail  in  body  and  aware  of  the  uncer- 

-68- 


NAME     A  S  D     FAMILY     OF     GODFREY 

tainty  of  the  time  when  I  may  be  called  hence  do  make  this 
my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  the  words  following; 

First — I  resign  my  body  to  the  dust  and  my  spirit  to 
God  who  gave  it  and  will  that  my  funeral  expenses  and  all 
lawful  debts  be  paid  as  soon  after  my  interment  as  possible. 

Second — I  bequeath  unto  my  lawful  and  beloved  wife, 
Mary  Billue  the  whole  of  my  property  real  and  personal, 
houses,  land,  tenements,  furniture,  household  and  kitchen, 
farming  utensils,  cattle,  hogs,  horses  and  sheep  and  every' 
thing  also  that  may  belong  to  me  at  my  decease  for  her 
benefit  and  use  to  be  disposed  of  as  follows ;  She  may  desire 
or  her  necessities  require  during  her  lifetime. 

Third — After  her  decease  I  bequeath  the  land  to  my 
son  James  N.  Billue  and  the  rest  of  the  property  that  may 
remain  after  the  decease  of  my  said  wife  to  be  divided 
equally  between  Elizabeth,  James  Richmond,  Agnes  Owens, 
Stephen  and  James  Wilson;  I  also  bequeath  Caul  to  my 
beloved  wife,  Mary;  I  bequeath  him  at  her  decease  to  any 
one  of  said  legatees,  viz;  Elizabeth,  Richmond,  James  Rich' 
mond  Billue,  Agnes  Owen,  Stephen  Billue,  and  Jane  Wilson, 
with  whom  said  *Caul  may  prefer  to  live  and  that  said  legatee 
give  for  him  whatever  he  or  she  may  think  is  his  value  which 
is  to  be  divided  equally  between  said  legatees. 

I  hereby  disannul  all  other  wills  or  wills  heretofore  made . 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
affixed  my  seal.  This  the  26th  day  of  April  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  seven; 
appointing  my  son  Stephen  and  my  wife  Mary  as  managers 
of  said  estate. 

Stephen  Billue  (Seal) 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  us 

James  Francis  Lfe,  M.  D. 
John  Shannon 
*Caul  was  the  Negro  slave. 
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A  Chronological  Order  of  Important 
HiSTORXAL  Events 

Oct.  12 — 1492.;  Columbus  landed  on  San  Salvador,  kissed  the  earth, 
kneeled  and  prayed  and  took  possession  of  the  land  in  the  name  of  the 
sovereigns  of  Spain. 

Oct.  4-1545.  The  date  when  the  Bible  was  printed  in  complete  form 
in  English. 

April  5'1614.  Pocahontas,  the  Indian  girl  was  married  to  John  Rolfe. 

Dec.  2M620.    The  Pilgrims  landed  at  Plymouth,  Mass. 

July  1623.  In  Plymouth,  Mass.,  after  a  great  drought,  they  had 
rain  and  a  day  was  set  apart  for  "Thanksgiving." 

1688  The  Plymouth  authorities  proclaimed  the  first  harvest  Thanks 
giving. 

Washington  proclaimed  Nov.  264789  as  annual  Thanksgiving,  day; 
and  in  1864  Lincoln  set  aside  the  fourth  Thursday  in  November 

Dec.  26'1683  The  first  public  school  in  American  colonies  was 
opened  in  Philadelphia. 

Oct.  29-1701  William  Penn  granted  a  Charter  to  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

Jan.  17-1706.    Benjamin  Franklin  was  born  at  Boston,  Mass. 

April  20-1723  Cornelius  Harnett,  first  Goveronr  of  N.  C,  1776  was 
born  near  Edenton,  N.  C. 

Aug.  23-1729,  Richard  Caswell,  Governor  of  N.  C.  was  born. 

Feb.  22-1732,  George  Washington,  Father  of  his  country  was  born 

April  13-1743,  Thomas  Jefferson,  5th  Pres.  of  U.  S.  was  born. 

Dec.  12-1745,  John  Jay,  first  chief  Justice  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
was  born. 

July  6-1747,  John  Paul  Jones,  Naval  hero  was  born. 

March  16-1751,  James  Madison,  4th  Pres.  of  U.  S.  was  born. 

June  10-1752,  Franklin  drew  lightning  from  the  clouds  with  his  kite 
string. 

June  20-1756,  William  R.  Davie,  Governor  of  N.  C,  known  as  the 
father  of  the  University  of  N.  C,  was  born  at  Egremont,  England.  He 
died  Nov.  18,  1820,  and  is  buried  at  old  Waxhaw  Presbyterian  church  in 
South  Carolina.  It  is  near  the  State  line  of  N.  C. 

April  28-1758,  James  Monroe,  5th  Pres.  of  U.  S.  was  born. 

Oct.  16-1758,  Birthday  of  Noah  Webster,  maker  of  the  Dictionary. 

Jan.  25-1759,  Robert  Burns,  Poet,  born  at  Ayr,  Scotland. 

Sept.  5-1775,  First  Continental  Congress  assembled  at  Carpenter's 
hall  in  Philadelphia. 

March  20-1775,  Patrick  Henry's  speech,  "Give  me  liberty  or  give  me 
death"  was  delivered. 


NAME    AND     FAMILY     OF     GODFREY 

April  19'1775,  First  battle  of  the  Revolution  fought  at  Lexington. 

May  2O-1775,  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence. 

June  11,  1776,  Convention  on  Constitution  called  by  Congress. 

July  4' 1776,  Is  independence  day  for  all  the  colonies. 

Oct.  18-1776,  N.  C.  Constitution  was  adopted. 

During  1777,  Betsy  Ross  designed  and  made  the  first  flag  with  the 
stars  and  stripes. 

April  124777,  Henry  Clay  was  born  in  Kentucky. 

May  254777,  Congress  assembled  to  frame  a  federal  Constitituon . 

Oct.  74780,  Battle  of  Kings  Mountain. 

May  224781,  First  news  paper  printed  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Oct.  194781,  Lord  Cornwallis  surrendered  at  Yorktown. 

July  18,  1782,  Daniel  Webster,  statesman  and  orator,  was  born. 

March  13,  1783,  The  last  Naval  battle  of  the  Revolution. 

Sept.  3,  1783,  Treaty  of  peace  ending  Revolutionary  War  signed  in 
Paris,  France. 

Sept.  2,  1789,  Treasury  department  of  the  Government  created  by 
Congress. 

Sept.  24,  United  States  Supreme  Court  established. 

July  84792,  Washington,  D.  C.  chosen  as  the  national  capitol. 

Oct.  134792,  The  corner-stone  of  the  White  House  was  laid. 

Aug.  194793,  Elisha  Mitchel  was  born  at  Washington,  Conn.  He 
reached  the  top  of  the  mountain  that  bears  his  name  in  1844  on  his  third 
attempt  to  climb  it.  He  taught  in  the  University  of  N.  C.  for  39  years. 
He  was  making  an  attempt  to  get  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  again  in  1857 
and  on  June  27  slipped  and  his  body  was  found  by  a  mountaineer.  He 
was  finally  buried  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  6,711  feet  above  sea  level; 
the  highest  peak  east  of  the  Rockies. 

Sept.  18-1793,  George  Washington  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  Capitol 
of  the  U.  S.  with  Masonic  ceremonies. 

Oct.  8,  1793,  John  Hancock,  1st  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence died. 

March  14,  1794,  Eli  Whitney  secured  his  patent  on  the  cotton  gin. 

Feb.  13-1795,  The  University  of  N.  C.  opened  its  doors  for  students. 

July  4-1795,  Paul  Revere  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  State  house  in 
Boston,  Mass. 

Nov.  2-1795,  James  K.  Polk  was  born  near  Charlotte,  N.  C.  The  an- 
nouncement of  his  nomination  for  the  Presidency  was  the  first  message 
sent  by  telegraph. 

Nov.  17,  1800,  Congress  met  for  tl^e  1st  time  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

May  14,  1804,  Lewis  and  Clark  began  their  exposition  to  the  Pacific. 

Jan.  19,  1807,  Robert  E.  Lee  was  born. 
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Feb.  27'1807  Longfellow  the  poet  ,was  born. 

Aug.  17'1807,  Fulton's  steamboat,  the  Clermont,  made  its  first  trip 
up  the  Hudson  river. 

Dec.  29-1808,  Andrew  Johnson  was  born  in  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Feb.  12-1809,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  in  a  log  cabin. 

Aug.  30-1812,  Louisiana  admitted  to  the  union  of  states. 

Sept.  13-1814,  The  Star  Spangled  Banner  was  written  by  Francis 
Scott  Key. 

July  14,  1820,  Dr.  Frank  James  reached  the  top  of  Pikes  Peak. 

Oct.  20-1821,  Florida  ceded  to  the  U.  S.  by  Spain. 

Oct.  25-1825,  The  Erie  Canal  completed  and  dedicated. 

Nov.  19-1831,  James  A.  Garfield,  20th  Pres.  of  U.  S.  was  born. 

Feb.  4-1832,  First  Street  car  in  America  was  run  in  New  York. 

June  4-1845,  Mexico  declared  war  on  the  U.  S. 

June  8-1845,  Andrew  Jackson  died. 

June  5-1846,  Telegraph  first  used  commercially  on  a  line  between 
Philadelphia  and   Baltimore. 

Feb.  11-1847,  Thomas  A.  Edison,  Inventor  was  born. 

March  3-1847,  Alexander  Graham  Bell  born  in  Scotland. 

Dec.  6-1847,  Lincoln  first  elected  to  Congress. 

Dec.  28-1856,  Woodrow  Wilson,  28th  Pres.  of  U.  S.  was  born. 

Sept.  15-1857,  William  Howard  Taft,  27th  Pres.  of  U.  S.  was  born. 

Oct.  27-1858,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  26th  Pres.  of  U.  S.  born  in  N.  Y. 

Nov.  1-1859,  Charles  B.  Aycock,  N.  C.'s  educational  Governor  was 
born  in  Wayne  County. 

April  9-1865,    Lee  surrendered  to  Grant  at  Appomattox,  Va. 

April  14-1865,  Lincoln  was  assassinated. 

Nov.  2-1865,  Warren  G.  Harding,  29th  Pres.  of  U.  S.  was  born.  He 
was  elected  President  Nov.  2,  1920  (his  55th  birthday).  He  died  Aug.  2, 
1923  while  on  a  tour  of  the  Western  states  and  Alaska.  He  died  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal. 

Dec.  18,  1872,  Susan  B.  Anthony  arrested  for  illegal  voting  in  the 
November  election. 

1872,  Calvin  Coolidge  was  born.  He  was  elected  Vice  President  on 
the  Republican  ticket  with  Harding  in  1920.  On  the  death  of  Harding 
Aug.  2,  1923,  he  automatically  became  President  and  took  the  oath  as 
President  in  his  father's  home  by  lamp  light  at  2  o'clock  A.M.  He  died 
Jan.  5,   1933. 

1874,  Herbert  Hoover,  31st  President  of  U.  S.  was  born. 

Jan.  30,  1882,  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  32nd  Pres.  of  U.  S.  was  born. 
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Dec.  17,  1903,  Orville  and  Wilbur  Wright  made  a  short  flight  in 
their  own  constructed  airplane. 

Jan  23-1909,  First  use  of  Radio  telegraph  to  save  lives  on  a  sinking 
ship. 

April  14-1912,  S.  S.  Titanic  lost  in  a  collision  with  an  iceberg. 

Aug.  1-1914,  Date  of  the  beginning  of  the  World  War. 
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Sketches 

HE  ART  of  counting  by  symbols  is  very  old. 
The  Chaldeans,  Hebrews,  Greeks  and  Romans 
used  hieroglyphics  to  denote  certain  numbers 
amd  later  learned  to  use  the  letters  of  the  alpha' 
bet  as  means  of  determing  amounts  or  quan' 
tities  of  what  they  used.  Thus  I  stood  for  one,  V  for  five, 
X  for  ten,  L  for  fifty,  C  for  one  hundred,  D  for  five  hundred 
and  M  for  one  thousand.  Later  the  Arabic  method  came 
into  use  and  we  find  the  Egyptians  the  first  to  use  it.  Certain 
numbers  were  considered  sacred. 

The  number  3  is  a  biblical  number  of  prominence : 

3  men  stood  by  Abraham  under  the  tree. 

Moses  was  hid  3  months  of  his  parents 

The  Israelites  kept  a  feast  3  times  a  year. 

The  altar  was  3  cubits  high. 

3  cities  of  refuge  were  on  one  side  of  Jordan  and  3  on  the  other. 

3  witnesses  testified  in  COURT  before  the  death  penalty  could  be 

pronounced . 
Caleb  drove  3  sons  of  Anak  from  Hebron. 
Joshua  sent  3  men  from  each  tribe  to  go  through  the  land  and  describe 

it  and  divide  it  among  the  tribes. 
Gideon  divided  his  men  into  3  companies  to  blow  the  trumpets  to 

route  the  Midianites. 
Hannah  bare  3  sons. 

Saul  met  3  men  going  to  Bethel;  One  was  carrying  3  kids,  and  another 
was  carrying  3  loaves  of  bread.  He  put  the  people  into  3  companies. 
David  had  3  mighty  men. 

The  ARK  remained  in  the  house  of  Obededom  3  months. 
The  Lord  gave  David  choice  of  3  things:  3  years  of  famine;  to  hide 

3  months  from  his  foes;  or  3  days  of  pestilence. 
David  was  gone  3  days  before  Jonathan  could  find  out  what  Saul  was 

going  to  do  to  him. 
Jonathan  shot  3  arrows  to  let  David  know  to  flee. 
Joab  shot  3  darts  through  Absalom. 
There  were  3  windows  in  a  row  in  the  Temple. 
Solomon  offered  burnt  offerings  3  times  a  year. 
There  was  no  rain  for  3  years  in  Elijah's  day. 
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Job  had  3  daughters;  the  Chaldeans  went  in  3  bands  and  took  all 

of  his  camels;  his  3  friends  came  to  mourn  with  him. 
There  are  3  things  that  are  never  satisfied:  the  grave;  a  barren  woman; 
and  the  earth  when  there  is  no  water. 

Solomon  said,  3  things  are  too  wonderful  for  me:  the  way  of  an  eagle 
in  the  air;  the  way  of  a  serpent  upon  a  rock;  and  the  way  of  a  ship  in  the 
midst  of  the  sea. 

3  things  go  well  together:  a  lion,  a  greyhound,  and  a  he  goat. 

Isaiah  went  barefoot  3  years. 

Ezekiel  saw  3  gates  on  each  of  the  four  sides  of  the  city. 

Daniel  went  to  school  3  years.    He  kneeled  on  his  knees  3  times  a 

day  and  made  his  petition.    He  mourned  3  full  weeks. 
3  Hebrew  children  were  cast  into  the  fiery  furnace. 
3  Shepherds  were  cut  off  in  one  month  before  Zechariah. 
A  woman  put  leaven  into  3  measures  of  meal. 
Jesus  took  3  disciples  up  on  a  mountain  and  was  transfigured  before 

them.     Peter  wanted  to  make  3  tabernacles. 
3  men;  a  priest,  a  levite,  and  a  Samaritan  went  down  the  road  from 

Jerusalem  to  Jericho  and  saw  the  wounded  man. 
A  friend  wanted  to  borrow  3  loaves  of  bread  at  night. 
A  man  came  seeking  fruit  on  his  fig  tree  3  years  and  found  none  and 

ordered  it  cut  down. 
3  disciples  went  to  sleep  while  their  Master  prayed. 
The  writing  on  the  cross  was  in  3  languages. 
Peter  and  others  went  to  the  sepulchre  the  3rd  day. 
Peter  saw  a  great  sheet  let  down  from  heaven  3  times. 
3  men  went  from  Joppa  after  Peter. 
Paul  preached  at  Ephesus  3  years. 
3  things  abide:  Faith;  Hope;  and  Charity. 

3  was  as  many  as  could  speak  in  the  early  church  on  the  same  day. 
There  are  3  witnesses  in  heaven  and  3  on  earth. 
There  were  3  gates  on  the  East,  3  on  the  West,  3  on  the  North,  and 

3  on  the  South  of  the  city  which  John  saw  coming  down  from 

God  out  of  heaven. 

The  Number  Seven 
The  ancients  looked  upon  the  number  7  as  a  symbol  of 
sufficiency  or  fullness.    The  Hebrew  idea  was  that  of  per' 
fection. 

The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  references  to  7  or  7th: 
On  the  7th  day  God  ended  his  work  which  he  had  made;  and  he 
rested  on  the  7th  day — And  God  blessed  the  7th  day  and  sanc- 
tifi.ed  it. 
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The  ARK  rested  in  the  7th  month.  The  dove  was  sent  out  after 
7  days.  Noah  stayed  and  sent  the  dove  out  and  it  returned  with 
an  olive  leaf  in  her  mouth;  Noah  stayed  yet  other  7  days  rnd 
sent  the  dove  out  again  and  it  returned  no  more. 

Abraham  pleaded  7  times  for  Sodom. 

Jacob  served  7  years  for  Rachel.  He  was  pursued  7  days  by  Laban. 
He  mourned  7  days  for  Joseph. 

The  7  years  of  plenty  was  foretold  by  7  fat  kine  that  fed  in  a  meadow, 
and  7  good  ears  of  corn  on  one  stalk. 

The  7  years  of  famine  was  foretold  by  7  lean  kine  that  devoured  the 
7  fat  kine,  and  the  7  thin  ears  of  corn  blasted  with  the  east  wind,  and  the 
7  thin  ears  devoured  the  7  full  ears. 

On  the  7th  day  of  the  7th  month  the  children  of  Israel  began  a  fast 
of  7  days  and  remained  7  days  in  tents. 

Every  7  years  the  land  rested.  Every  7th  year  all  bondsmen  were 
free,  and  the  LAW  was  read  to  the  people. 

In  the  destruction  of  Jericho  7  priests  bore  7  trumpets  7  days;  on 
the  7th  day  they  surrounded  the  walls  7  times  and  at  the  end 
of  the  7th  round  the  walls  fell  down. 

Solomon  was  7  years  building  the  Temple.  He  fasted  7  days  at  its 
dedication.  In  the  Tabernacle  were  7  lamps  and  the  golden 
candlestick  had  7  branches. 

Naaman  washed  7  times  in  Jordan. 

Job's  three  friends  sat  with  him  7  days  and  7  nights  before  speaking 
and  offered  7  bullocks  and  7  rams  as  an  atonement. 

The  Philistines  kept  the  ARK  of  God  7  months. 

Samson  was  bound  with  7  green  withs,  and  7  locks  of  his  hair  were 
woven  into  the  web  to  try  to  find  his  great  strength. 

Jesse  made  7  of  his  sons  to  pass  before  Samuel. 

Ahasuerus  made  a  feast  to  all  the  people  7  days  in  Shushan  the  palace; 
on  the  7th  day  his  heart  was  merry  with  wine;  he  sent  7  officers 
after  Queen  Vashti  to  bring  her  to  the  palace  but  she  refused 
to  come.   He  gave  Esther  7  maidens. 

In  the  second  Temple  there  were  7  lamps  with  7  pipes  to  the  7  lamps. 

Daniel  saw  7  weeks  until  the  coming  of  the  Messiah. 

Jesus  fed  four  thousand  with  7  loaves  and  a  few  little  fishes;  they 
took  up  7  baskets  full  of  the  broken  meat. 

7  men  had  one  wife,  so  said  the  Sadducees. 

There  were  7  deacons  in  the  early  church. 

There  were  7  churches  in  Asia.    There  were  7  stars,  7  candlesticks, 

and  7  angels  in  the  churches.  The  7  angels  prepared  themselves 

to  sound  the  trumpet. 
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There  was  a  beast  with  7  horns  and  7  eyes;  7   thunders   uttered 
their  voice. 

There  were  the  7  last  plagues,  and  7  vials  full  of  wrath.  No  man  was 
able  to  enter  the  Temple  until  the  7  plagues  of  the  7  angels  were 
fulfilled. 


The  Number  Twelve 

In  prehistoric  times  man  worked  out  a  system  of  language. 
It  must  have  been  very  crude  indeed  but  it  was  a  beginning. 
Crude  pictures  of  material  objects  represented  ideas.  A 
little  further  advanced  the  ancient  Egyptians  worked  out 
a  system  of  numbers,  and  represented  it  by  characters  in 
clay.  Observers  of  natural  phenomena  then  began  their 
counting  by  the  rotation  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  and  other 
planets.  Their  characters  representing  these  movements 
were  preserved  and  carefully  studied.  From  this  we  derive 
our  system  of  numbers. 

Numbers,  according  to  Plato,  are  the  cause  of  universal 
harmony,  and  the  production  of  all  things.  Our  numbers 
harmonize. 

We  find  the  number  TWELVE  in  many  places. 

There  are  12  signs  of  the  Zodiac;  12  months  in  the  year;  12  tribes 
of  Israel;  12  stones  in  the  pectoral;  12  oxen  supporting  the 
molten  sea  in  the  Temple;  12  apostles  in  the  New  Law;  12  gates 
in  the  New  Jerusalem;  12  foundations;  12  thousand  furlongs 
square;  and  the  number  of  the  sealed  12  times  12  thousand. 

Many  references  to  the  number  12  are  found  in  scripture: 

Jacob  blessed  all  the  12  tribes  of  Israel. 

They  came  to  Elim  where  were  12  wells  of  water. 

Moses  builded  12  pillars  according  to  the  12  tribes  of  Israel. 

He  wrote  the  names  of  the  12  tribes  on  12  stones. 

He  was  ordered  to  bake  12  cakes  of  fine  flour  each  sabbath  for  the 
priests  to  eat. 

12  men  numbered  all  the  tribes  to  get  men  able  for  war. 

The  altar  was  dedicated  with  12  chargers  of  silver,  12  silver  bowls 
and  12  spoons  of  gold. 

The  burnt  offering  was  12  bullocks,  12  rams,  12  lambs,  and  12  kids 
of  the  goats. 

Moses  took  12  rods  and  wrote  every  man's  name  in  his  rod. 
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He  sent  12  men  to  search  out  the  land  of  Canaan. 

Joshua  chose  12  men  to  carry  the  ARK  of  the  Lord  over  Jordan. 

He  commanded  each  man  to  take  a  stone  out  of  Jordan  and  they 

took  12  and  he  set  them  up  for  a  memorial. 
12  of  Abner's  men  fought  with  12  of  David's  men  and  David's  men 

gained  the  victory. 
Solomon  had  12  officers  to  provide  food  for  his  household. 
His  throne  of  ivory,  and  guarded  by  12  lions  was  overlaid  with  the 

best  gold. 
Ahijah  caught  Jeroboam's  new  garment  and  rent  it  in  12  pieces. 
Elijah  took  12  stones  and  built  an  altar  on  Carmel  to  prove  to  Baal's 

prophets  that  he  served  the  true  God. 
Elijah  found  Elisha  plowing  with  12  yoke  of  oxen. 
The  children  of  Israel  offered  with  joy  12  he  goats  for  a  sin  offering 

on  their  return  from  captivity. 
Ezra  appointed  12  men  to  weigh  the  gold  and  silver  and  keep  an  ac- 
count of  expenses  building  the  second  Temple. 
Nehemiah  suported  himself  12  years  when  he  could  have  charged 

it  to  the  King. 
Ezekiel  had  an  altar  built  12  cubits  long  and  12  broad. 
Nebuzaradan  carried  the  12  brazen  bulls  of  the  Temple  to  Babylon. 
At  the  end  of  12  months  Nebuchadnezzar  walked  in  his  palace  and 

heard  a  voice  saying  "The  kingdom  is  departed  from  thee." 
The  names  of  the  12  apostLjs  are  given. 
Jesus  taught  economy  by  having  the  disciples  gather  up  12  baskets 

full  after  he  had  fed  the  five  thousand. 
There  are  12  thrones  for  the  12  tribes  of  Israel. 
One  of  the  12  betrayed  his  Master. 
12  legions  of  angels  were  at  the  command  of  Christ. 
Jesus  went  to  the  Temple  when  he  was  12  years  old. 
Jairus'  daughter  was  12  years  old  when  Jesus  restored  her  to  life. 
Doctors  tried  for  12  years  to  cure  one  woman  but  could  not. 
There  are  12  hours  in  a  day  when  men  can  work. 
There  were  12  men  who  failed  to  hear  about  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
Jesus  was  seen  of  all  12  disciples  after  his  resurrection. 
James  wrote  to  the  12  tribes  scattered  abroad. 
There  are  12  angels  at  the  12  gates  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  and  each 

gate  has  the  name  of  one  of  the  12  tribes  of  Israel. 
In  the  12  foundations  is  found  the  names  of  the  12  apostles. 
The  tree  of  life  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  street  of  the  New  Je- 
rusalem bare  12  manner  of  fruits,  and  yielded  her  fruit  every  month.   The 
leaves  of  the  tree  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 
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Gems  of  Truth 
Great  Sayings  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

Those  who  deny  freedom  to  others  deserve  it  not  for  themselves;  and, 
under  a  just  God,  cannot  retain  it. 

Let  us  have  faith  that  right  makes  might;  and  in  that  faith  let  us,  to 
the  end,  dare  to  do  our  duty  as  we  understand  it. 

Gold  is  good  in  its  place;  but  living,  brave  and  patriotic  men  are 
better  than  gold. 

I  shall  do  nothing  in  malice. 

Whatever  shall  appear  to  be  God's  will  I  do. 

Labor  is  prior  and  independent  of  capital.  Capital  is  only  the  fruit 
of  labor,  and  could  never  have  existed,  if  labor  had  not  first  existed. 

Sayings  of  Benjamin  Franklin 
Eat  not  to  dullness;  drink  not  to  elevation. 

Speak  not  but  what  may  benefit  others  or  yourself;  avoid  trifling 
conversation. 

Make  no  expense  but  to  do  good  to  others  or  yourself;  waste  nothing. 

Avoid  extremes;  forbear  resenting  injuries  so  much  as  you  think  they 
deserve. 

Be  not  disturbed  at  trifles,  or  at  accidents  common  or  unaviodable. 

Women  and  wine,  game  and  deceit,  make  the  wealth  small  and  the 
wants  great. 

Oliver  Cromwell  said  to  his  troops  when  about  to  cross  a  river:    "Put 
your  trust  in  God,  but  mind  to  keep  your  powder  dry." 

Polonius''  philosophy  was: 

"This  above  all:  to  thine  own  self  be  true; 
And  it  must  follow  as  the  night  the  day. 
Thou  canst  not  then  be  false  to  any  man." 
Keep  your  body  clean;  keep  your  head  clear;  Keep  your  heart  pure. 

Rev.  J.  O.  Rust,  L.L.D. 

Our  Need  To-day 
It  isn't  the  buildings  of  steel  and  stone 
That  the  world  needs  most  today; 
It  isn't  fame,  and  it  isn't  gold. 
It  isn't  the  knowledge  that  text-books  hold 

That's  the  smaller  part. 
It's  the  kindlier  smile  and  friendlier  hand. 
The  love  that  knows  no  creed  nor  land, 

But  speaks  from  heart  to  heart. 
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There  are  four  things  that  come  not  back;  the  spoken  word,  the  sped 
arrow,  the  past  Hfe,  and  the  neglected  opportunity. 

I  would  rather  be  right  than  be  President.   Henry  Clay. 

Sayings    and    Birthday   Card   Quotations    Picked   Up 
Here  and  There 

}Aot]xer 

If  I  COULD  CONCENTRATE  all  the  fragrance  of  the  world  into  one  flower  I 
would  call  it  a  rose.  If  I  could  concentrate  all  the  melody  of  the  universe 
into  one  composition  I  would  call  it  the  Messiah.  If  I  could  concentrate 
all  the  tenderness  and  sympathy  of  the  world  into  one  endearing  term, 
I  would  call  it  Mother.  No  other  word  in  any  language  is  invested  with 
such  charm  and  pathos  as  this.  The  great  depths  of  the  soul  are  broken 
up  at  its  sound,  and  the  very  incense  of  heaven  clings  to  it. 

I  owe  everything  I  have  and  am  to  my  Mother.  Pres.  Garfield. 

All  I  am,  all  I  hope  to  be,  I  owe  to  my  angel  Mother.  Blessings  on 
her  memory!  I  remember  my  Mother's  prayers.  They  have  always  fol- 
lowed me.    They  have  clung  to  me  all  my  life.    Abraham  Lincoln. 

"Many    memories   throng    my    mind 
From  childhood  days  that  I've  left  behind 
And  I  realize  now,  looking  back  from  afar 
What  a  really  wonderful  Mother  you  are." 

"With  love  to  my  Mother 

The  one  who  outshines  all  the  rest. 

The  one  who  sees  in  me  the  best — 

The  one  whose  love  stands  every  test — my  Mother." 

"To  my  precious  Mother: 

When  you  smile,  then  life  is  sunny 

When  you  speak  I  know  good  cheer 

When  you  love  it  is  forever 

You  are  treasured — Mother  Dear." 

The  Bridge  Builder 

An  old  man  traveling  a  lone  highway. 
Came  in  the  evening  cold  and  gray 
To  a  chasm  deep,  and  dark  and  wide 
Through  which  flowed  a  wide  swelling  tide. 
The  old  man  crossed  in  the  twilight  dim. 
The  sullen  stream  had  no  fear  for  him, 
But  he  turned  when  safe  on  the  other  side 
And  built  a  bridge  to  span  the  tide. 
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Old  man,  said  a  fellow  pilgrim  near, 
Your're  wasting  your  strength  in  building  here, 
Your  journey  must  end  with  the  ending  day 
You  never  again  shall  pass  this  way. 
You've  crossed  the  chasm  deep  and  wide, 
Then  why  build  you  the  bridge  at  eventide. 

The  builder  lifted  his  old  grey  head. 
Good  friend,  in  the  path  Tve  trod,  he  said 
There  foUoweth  after  me  today, 
a  youth,  whose  feet  must  pass  this  way, 
The  chasm  that  was  as  naught  to  me 
To  that  fair  youth  a  pitfall  may  be; 
He  too  must  cross  in  the  twilight  dim, 
Good  friend,  I'm  building  the  bridge  for  him 

Selections 

Sam  Walter  Foss  was  on  a  trip  through  England.  He  came  to  the  top  of 
a  long  hill  and  saw  a  little  unpainted  house  near  the  road.  Near  one  side 
of  the  house  was  a  queer  sign-post  with  finger  pointing  to  a  well  worn 
path  and  the  reading  on  the  sign-post  was,  "Come  in  and  have  a  cool  drink." 

Following  the  path  he  found  a  clear  cool  spring  of  water,  ice  cold  and 
an  old  fashioned  gourd  dipper  just  above  the  spring  and  another  sign 
pointing  to  a  basket  of  fragrant  apples  and  the  sign  reading:  "Help  your- 
self."  Sam  went  back  to  the  little  house  to  make  an  investigation.  He 
found  an  old  couple,  childless,  with  no  visible  means  of  support  except  the 
little  rocky  farm  that  lay  hard  by,  but  rich  in  delicious  spring  water  and 
an  abundance  of  fruit. 

From  time  of  the  ripening  of  the  first  purple  plum  to  the  harvesting 
of  the  last  winter  apple  a  basket  of  whatever  fruit  might  be  in  season  was 
placed  near  the  spring  that  the  weary  traveler  might  rest  upon  the  long 
hill  and  refresh  himself. 

The  old  gentleman  explained  that  they  were  too  poor  to  give  money, 
so  they  took  this  method  to  contribute  to  the  world's  well  doing. 

Sam  went  back  and  sat  by  the  spring  and  wrote: 

"There  are  hermit  souls  that  live  withdrawn. 

In  the  peace  of  their  self  content. 
There  are  souls,  like  stars,  that  dwell  apart, 

In  a  fellowless  firmament. 
There  are  pioneer  souls  that  blaze  their  paths 

Where  highways  never  ran; 
But  let  me  live  in  a  house  by  the  side  of  the  road 

And  be  a  friend  to  man. 
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Let  me  live  in  a  house  by  the  side  of  the  road 

Where  the  race  of  men  go  by; 
The  men  who  are  good  and  the  men  who  are  bad, 

As  good  and  as  bad  as  I. 
I  would  not  sit  in  the  scorner's  seat 

Or  hurl  the  cynics  ban. 
Let  me  live  in  a  house  by  the  side  of  the  road 

And  be  a  friend  to  man. 

I  see  from  my  house  by  the  side  of  the  road 

By  the  side  of  the  highway  of  life; 
The  men  who  press  with  the  ardor  of  hope 

And  the  men  who  are  faint  with  the  strife, 
But  I  turn  not  away  from  their  smiles  nor  their  tears, 

Both  parts  of  an  infinite  plan. 
Let  me  live  in  a  house  by  the  side  of  the  road 

And  be  a  friend  to  man. 

I  know  there  are  brook'gladdened  meadows  ahead 

And  mountains  of  wearisome  heights; 
That  the  road  passes  on  through  the  long  afternoon 

And  stretches  away  into  the  night. 
But  still  I  rejoice  when  the  travelers  rejoice, 

And  weep  with  the  strangers  that  moan; 
Nor  live  in  my  house  by  the  side  of  the  road. 

Like  a  man  who  lives  alone. 

Let  me  live  in  a  house  by  the  side  of  the  road 

Where  the  race  of  men  go  by; 
They  are  good,  they  are  bad,  they  are  weak,  they  are  strong, 

Wise,  foolish;  so  am  L 
Then  why  should  I  sit  in  the  scorner's  seat 

Or  hurl  the  cynics  ban? 
Let  me  live  in  the  house  by  the  side  of  the  road 

And  be  a  friend  to  man." 

My  Creed 

I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  this  way  again, 

I  want  to  help  the  fainting  day  by  day, 

I  want  to  give  the  bread  that  bringeth  strength, 
The  pure  water  that  bids  the  thirsty  live. 

Tm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  this  way  again, 

I  want  to  give  the  oil  of  joy  for  tears, 
The  faith  to  conquer  crowding  doubts  and  fears. 

And  beauty  for  ashes  may  I  give  always. 
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I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  this  way  again, 

I  want  to  give  good  measure,  running  o'er. 

And  into  angry  hearts  I  want  to  pour 

The  answer  soft  that  turneth  wrath  away. 

I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  this  way  again, 

I  want  to  give  to  others  hope  and  faith; 

I  want  to  do  all  that  the  Master  saith; 

I  want  to  live  aright  from  day  to  day. 

Serving  the  Lord  means  serving  those  next  to  you  day  by  day  in  any 
way — in  every  way.  It  means  ministering  to  their  physical  needs,  even 
to  washing  their  feet.  It  means  charity  and  consideration,  sympathy  and 
encouragement  and  love  for  all. 

It  is  alright  to  become  interested  in  the  world  movements  and  or' 
ganizations  but  it  is  far  more  important  to  the  average  person  to  cultivate 
an  interst  in  home  welfare  and  family  welfare.  Activity  in  keeping  peace, 
love  and  mutual  sacrifice  in  the  home  is  far  more  important  than  world  peace 
movements  for  as  our  homes  are  so  will  be  the  nation  and  the  world. 

Live  in  a  house  by  the  side  of  the  road  and  be  a  friend  to  man. 


A  Life  Time 
William  Cullen  Bryant 

I  sit  in  the  early  twilight. 

And,  through  the  gathering  shade, 
I  look  on  the  fields  around  me 

Where  yet  a  child  I  played. 

And  I  peer  into  the  shadows. 

Till  they  seem  to  pass  away. 

And  the  fields  and  their  tiny  brooklet 
Lie  clear  in  the  light  of  day. 

I  look  till  the  fields  and  brooklet 

Swim  like  a  vision  by, 
And  a  room  in  a  lonely  dwelling 

Lies  clear  before  my  eye. 

I  look  again  and  there  rises 

A  forest  wide  and  wild. 
And  in  it  the  boy  is  wandering. 

No  longer  a  little  child. 
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I  see  him  next  in  his  chamber, 

When  he  sits  him  down  to  write 

The  rhymes  he  framed  in  his  ramble. 
And  he  cons  them  with  delight. 

I  see  him  again  at  his  dwelling, 

Where,  over  the  little  lake. 
The  rose'trees  droop  in  their  beauty 

To  meet  the  image  they  make. 

Though  years  have  whitened  his  temples 
His  eyes  have  the  first  look  still, 

Save  a  shade  of  settled  sadness, 
A  forecast  of  coming  ill. 

I  am  gazing  into  the  twilight 

Where  the  dim-seen  meadows  lie. 

And  the  wind  of  night  is  swaying 
The  trees  with  a  heavy  sigh. 


My  Lost  Youth 

Paraphrased  from  Longfellow^ s  poem 

Often  I  think  of  the  old  church 
That  stood  by  the  side  of  the  road ; 
Often  in  thought  I  go  up  and  down 
The  pleasant  aisles  of  that  old  house 
And  my  youth  comes  back  to  me. 

And  a  verse  of  an  old  time  song 

Is  haunting  my  memory  still; 
And  the  thoughts  of  youth  are  long,  long,  thoughts. 

There  are  things  of  which  I  may  not  speak; 

There  are  dreams  that  can  not  die 

There  are  thoughts  that  make  the  strong  heart  weak 

And  bring  pallor  to  the  cheek. 

And  a  mist  before  the  eye. 

And  the  words  of  that  lovely  song 

Cover  me  with  a  thrill. 
And  the  thoughts  of  youth  are  long,  long  thoughts 

And  near  by  woods  are  fresh  and  fair, 
And  with  joy  that  is  almost  pain 
My  heart  goes  back  to  wander  there. 
And  among  the  dreams  of  the  days  that  were, 
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I  find  my  lost  youth  again. 

And  the  strange  and  beautiful  songs, 

The  groves  are  repeating  them  still, 
And  the  thoughts  of  youth  are  long,  long  thoughts. 

"A  good  life  is  an  unanswerable  refutation  to  every  charge." 

Thad  Harris,  1855. 

"Historical  facts  should  not  be  a  burden  to  the  memory  but  an  illumi- 
nation to  the  soul."   Lord  Acton. 

"Farewell,  a  long  farewell  to  all  my  greatness! 
This  is  the  state  of  man:    tO'day  he  puts  forth 
The  tender  leaves  of  hope :  to-morrow  blossoms 
And  bears  his  blushing  honors  thick  upon  him: 
The  next  day  comes  a  killing  frost  which  nips  the  shoot, 
And  when  he  thinks,  good  easy  man,  full  surely 
His  greatness  is  still  aspiring 
He  falls,  like  autumn  leaves,  to  enrich  mother  earth. 

Written  for  aid  to  those  who  are  called  on  to  express  sentiments  of 
consolation  to  those  in  sorrow  when  the  golden  gate  ot  the  eternal  City 
ha !  opened  to  welcome  a  loved  one  home. 

"There  are  stars  that  go  out  in  the  darkness 
But  whose  silvery  light  shineth  on. 

There  are  roses  whose  perfume  still  lingers 
When  the  blossoms  are  faded  and  gone." 

"There  are  hearts  full  of  light  and  sweetness 
When  no  longer  their  life  current  flows. 

Still  their  goodness  lives  on  with  the  living 
Like  the  souls  of  the  star  and  the  rose." 

"Their  toils  are  past,  their  work  is  done. 

And  they  are  fullest  blest; 
They  fought  the  fight,  the  victory  won. 

And  entered  into  rest." 


The  End  Of  A  Perfect  Trail 

If  I  live  a  life  that  is  clean  and  square, 

And  help  my  fellow  man. 
By  lending  a  hand  to  help  him  bear 

His  burdens  the  best  that  he  can 
I  need  not  fear  what  its  close  may  be. 

Nor  how  critics  my  life,  shall  assail, 
Nor  what  the  future  holds  out  for  me 

When  I  reach  the  end  of  the  trail. 
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If  I  speak  a  word  of  good  cheer  to  one 

Whose  sorrows  have  broken  him  down, 
And  thus  give  him  hope  to  struggle  on 

With  a  smile  instead  of  a  frown, 
I  shall  not  fear  when  the  shadows  fall 

And  my  earthly  strength  shall  fail; 
ril  trust  in  Him  who  redeemed  us  all 

When  I  reach  the  end  of  the  trail. 

If  a  part  of  little  I  freely  give 

To  help  those  who  faint  by  the  way. 
Or  even  pure  water,  so  thirsty  ones  live. 

Not  thinking  what  will  b?  my  pay. 
Whether  I  live  in  a  house  by  the  side  of  the  road. 

By  mountain,  by  river,  or  by  vale, 
I'm  willing  to  reap  the  seed  that  Fve  sowed, 

When  I  reach  the  end  of  the  trail. 

Struggling 

"My  struggling  soul  may  never  gain  the  prize 

It  covets  so. 
It  may  not  reach  the  gates  of  paradise 

At  sunsets  glow. 
But  I  have  faith  that  in  the  shadows  blue 

At  set  of  sun 
I  shall  be  judged  by  what  I've  tried  to  do — 

Not  What  I've  done. 

Thanatopsis 

"So  live,  that  when  thy  summons  comes  to  join 
The  innumerable  caravan  which  moves 
To  that  mysterious  realm,  where  each  shall  take 
His  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  of  death. 
Thou  go  not,  like  the  quarry  slave  at  night. 
Scourged  to  his  dungeon,  but,  sustained  and  soothed 
By  an  unfaltering  trust,  approach  thy  grave 
Like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
About  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 

The  Only  Military  Record  of  J.  J.  Godfrey 

J.  J.  (John  James)  Godfrey  entered  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
army  during  the  spring  or  early  summer  of  1864  with  North  Carolina  Junior 
Reserves.  He  served  in  the  Fourth  N.  C.  State  guards.  Commanding 
General  Leventhrope  has  him  listed  under  Colonel  Brin  and  his  Captain 
was  Bizzell.  This  is  all  the  record  that  he  left  and  that  was  given  to  his 
grandson  Hatcher  Rowell  and  was  written  in  1925. 
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Genealogies 

GODFREY 

Father,  Dr.  John  Clark  Godfrey.  Mother  Rebecca  Owen  Godfrey. 
Son  John  James  Godfrey. 

John  James  Godfrey  married  Nancy  Billue.  Children:  Fancheon, 
Emily,  Mary,  Alice,  Roxie,  Judson,  Frank,  Bernice,  Roy,  Meek.  Fancheon 
married  Ras  Belk.   Two  sons  living. 

Emily  died  in  young  womanhood. 

Mary  Married  Jim  Richardson.  Both  died  in  6  months  after  marriage. 

Alice  married  Rev.  J.  W.  Rowell.   Three  sons  living. 

Roxie  married  Henry  Morris.  Mother  and  two  sons  living. 

Judson  married  Carrie  Robinson.    Mother  and  one  daughter  living. 

Frank  married  Mary  Bigham.  Both,  with  two  sons  and  one  daughter 
living. 

Bernice  married  Amos  McManus.  Both,  with  five  daughters  and 
three  sons  living. 

Roy  married  Nettie  McWhorter.  Both,  with  five  daughters  and 
four  sons  living. 

Meek  married Both  and  one  daughter  living. 

KING 

Father,  Dr.  John  Clark  Godfrey.  Mother,  Rebecca  Owen  Godfrey. 
Daughter  Eliza. 

Eliza  Godfrey  married  Jackson  King.  Children:  Sanford,  John,  Jack, 
Rufus,  Lewis,  Becky,  Lizzie,  Ida,  Amelia,  and  Novia. 

Sanford  married  Jennie  Hamlet.  Unknown  sons  and  unknown 
daughters  living. 

John  Married  Mary  Jane  Griffin.   Father,  4  sons  and  2  girls  living. 

Lewis  died  in  young  manhood. 

Jack  Married  Alice  Godfrey.    Four  sons  living. 

Rufus  married  Missouri  McManus.  Mother,  2  sons  and  4  girls  living. 

Becky  married  Robert  Godfrey.  Three  sons  and  two  daughters  living. 

Ida  married  Bob  DeLaney.   No  children. 

Lizzie  married  Godfrey  James.    No  children. 

Amelia  and  Novia  never  married.    Both  deceased. 

GODFREY 

Father,  Dr.  John  Clark  Godfrey.  Mother,  Rebecca  Owen  Godfrey. 
Son  Henderson  Godfrey. 

Henderson  Godfrey  married  Mahala  King.  One  daughter.  One 
grand  son,  Lum  Lewis,  living. 
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Ta\en  from  moument  to  Ras  Be]\ 

Corporal  Erasmus  R.  B^lk,  Born  June  29,  186S.  Served  in  U.  S.  In. 
Co.  G.  2nd  N.  C.  &?  Ga.  B.  4th  Va.,  Regt.  Died  in  Phillipine  Islands  July 
25,  1900  Serving  in  Co.  I.  21st  Regt.    U.  S.  Vols. 

"Asleep  in  Jesus."    BELK. 

GODFREY 

Father,  Dr.  John  Clark  Godfrey.  Mother  Rebecca  Owen  Godfrey. 
Son,  Copeland  Godfrey. 

Copeland  Godfrey  married  Margaret  McNeely.  Children:  Stowe, 
John  (John  Clennie)  and  Lou. 

Stowe  married  Henrietta  Blythe.    1  son  and  2  daughters  living. 

John  married  Minnie  Flowers.   2  sons  and  4  daughters  living. 

Lou  married  James  H.  Godfrey.    Six  sons  and  four  daughters  living. 

BROOM 

Father,  Dr.  John  Clark  Godfrey.  Mother,  Rebecca  Owen  Godfrey. 
Daughter  Susan.    Born  1829,  Died  1863. 

Susan  Godfrey  married  Calvin  Broom.  Children:  Joe,  Willie,  Jim, 
and  Martha. 

Joe  died  in  young  manhood. 

Willie  married  Lou  Winchester.  No  living  children. 

Jim  married  Belle  Wolfe.    2  sons  and  3  daughters  living. 

Martha  married  George  Godfrey.   3  sons  and  3  daughters  living. 

GODFREY  (Irish  Jim) 

Father,  James  (Irish  Jim)  Godfrey.  Mother,  Anne  Morris  Godfrey. 
Children:    John,  Jacob,  Robert  and  Susannah.. 

John  Godfrey  married  Sarah  Walkup.  Children:  Fuller,  Jim,  Tom, 
Lily,  and  Fannie. 

Fuller  married  Hassie  Bigham.   1  son  and  3  daughters  living. 

Jim  married  Oda  Norwood.    4  sons  and  2  daughters  living. 

Tom  married  Pearl  Bigham.    1  son  and  2  daughters  living. 

Lily  married  Lester  McGuirt.    1  son  and  no  daughters  living. 

Fannie  married  Arthur  Bigham.    1  son  and  1  daughter  living. 

Jacob  Godfrey  never  married  but  cared  tor  and  supported  the  family 
after  the  death  of  the  father. 

MILLER 

Father,  James  (Irish  Jim)  Godfrey.  Mother,  Anne  Morris  Godfrey. 
Daughter  Susannah. 
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Susannah  Godfrey  married  John  Miller.  Children:  Anner  and  Lizzie. 
Anner  married  Luke  Hallman.  Unknown  sons  and  unknown  daughters 
living. 

Lizzie  married  Dr.  Helms.  Unknown  sons  and  unknown  daughters 
living. 

(Robert  is  reported  in  the  King  family.) 

Nancy  Godfrey  married  Daniel  Thomas  Morris  about  the  year  1836. 
To  this  union  were  born  the  following  children:  Alexander,  John,  Louisa, 
and  Henderson. 

A.lexander  (Alex)  Morris  married  Margaret  Thompson.  To  them 
were  born  the  following  children:  Nancy,  Emsley,  D.  T.,  Rev.  J.  D., 
James,  Henry,  John,  Walter,  and  Monroe.  Nancy,  James,  Henry,  and 
John  deceased. 

Emsley  Morris,  Route  1,  Waxhaw,  N.  C. 
D.  T.  (Tom)  Indian  Trail,  N.  C. 
Rev.  J.  D.  Morris,  Pinacle,  N.  C. 
Walter  Morris,  Matthews,  N.  C. 
Monroe  Morris,  Matthews,  N.  C. 

We  are  not  informed  as  to  the  number  of  descendants  of  these  families. 

John  Morris  married  Margaret  Ross.   Their  children  were: 

WiUiam  of  New  York  City,  deceased. 

Rufus  of  Petersburg,  Va. 

Rev.  Pickens  Morris,  Mark  Morris  and  Lizzie  Morris  Manus  all 
deceased. 

Bessie  Morris  is  a  Nurse  of  Va. 

Henderson  Morris  married  Justishia  Moore.  They,  with  others 
Emigrated  to  Arkansas  in  1892.  There  are  descendants  in  and  around 
Russellville,   Ark. 

Louisa  Morris  married  Robert  Fincher.  Their  children  are  as  follows: 
Jam^s  Robert,  John,  Sam,  Margaret  Ann  Fincher  Moore,  Nancy  Fincher 
Kiser  EUie,  Alice  Fincher  Kiser,  Ethel  Fincher  Kiser. 

After  the  death  of  Susan  Broom  in  1863  Calvin  Broom  Married  Mar- 
garet  McNeeley,  widow  of  Copeland  Godfrey.  The  foUowin  children 
were  by  them:    Hugh,  Bunyan,  Cecil,  Wheeler,  Delia,  Mag,  and  Carrie. 

Hugh  married  Alice  Belk,  a  sister  of  Revs.  George,  Sam,  and  Darling 
Belk.   Hugh  died  in  1902.   The  family  is  not  known  as  it  is  now. 

Bunyan  married  Alice  Therrell.    Descendents  unknown. 

Cecil  moved  away  and  his  address  is  unknown. 

Wheeler  died  the  year  of  the  Charleston  earthquake;  1886. 

Delia  married  Frank  Krauss.  Both  living.  Number  of  children  not 
known. 

Mag  married  Jim  Garrison.  Left  the  old  community  and  are  not 
now  known  nor  descendants  not  known. 

Carrie  married  Dr.  McLeod  of  Aberdeen.    Both  dead. 
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GODFREY 

Father,  James  Godfrey.  Mother  Nancy  Shannon  Godfrey.  Children: 
Davie,  John  S.,  Henry,  Jackson,  Steve,  and  Tom. 

DAVIE  GODFREY 
Father,  Davie  Godfrey.     Mother  Parmelia  Rape  Godfrey.     Children: 
Henderson,  Margaret,  and  James  H. 

HENDERSON  GODFREY 

Father,  Henderson  Godfrey.  Mother  Lucinda  Caskey  Godfrey.  One 
Son.  John  Godfrey  married  Delia  Starnes.  2  sons  and  a  daughter  living. 
2nd  wife  Kit  Glenn. 

MARGARET  GODFREY  RINER 

Margaret  Godfrey  married  Lee  M.  Riner.  Children:  Clennie,  Sam, 
Lester,  Addie,  Cora,  and  Maggie. 

Clemiie  Riner  married  Lizzie  Rowell.    3  sons  living. 

Addia  Riner  married  S.  S.  Dunlap.   4  sons  and  2  daughters  living. 

Sam  Riner  married  Ivey  Taylor.    1  son  and  1  daughter  living. 

Lester  Riner  married  Rettie  McManus.  3  sons  and  2  daughters  living. 

A  great  scourge  of  typhoid  fever  struck  this  family  in  1899  and 
Clennie,  Cora,  and  Maggie  died  of  its  effects. 

JAMES  H.  GODFREY 

James  H.  Godfrey  married  Lou  Godfrey.  Children:  Tom,  Ras,  Luther, 
Florence,  Annie  Pearl,  Ernest,  Spurgeon,  Cloyd,  Lula,  Ezra,  Dan,  Arlie,, 
and  Cray  ton. 

Tom  married  Mary  Rowell.    Both  living.    No  children. 

Ras  married  Anner  Rowell.  Both  living.  3  sons  and  3  daughters 
living. 

Luther  was  killed  in  a  cotton  gin  September  6,  1896. 

Florence  married  John  Godfrey.    Both,  with  1  son  and  2  daughters 
living. 
Ernest  married  Bessie  Godfrey.     Both,  1  son  and  3  daughters  living. 

Spurgeon  married  EUer  Robinson  of  Louisiana.    Wife  living. 

Cloyd  married  Helen  Therrell.    Both,  6  sons,  4  daughters  living. 

Annie  Pearl  married  DeWitt  Williford.    1  daughter  living. 

After  the  death  of  Williford,  Anne  Pearl  married  Ben  Mullis.  Both. 
6  sons  and  3  daughters  living. 

Lula  married  Spurgeon  Walters.  Both,  2  sons  and  2  daughters 
living. 
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Ezra  married  Dovie  Murphy.  Both,  5  sons  and  5  daughters  living. 
Dan  fell  off  a  farm  wagon  and  was  killed. 

Arlie  married  George  Norwood.  Both,  2  sons  and  2  daughters  living. 
Crayton  married  Dora  Phifer.    Both,  1  son  and  5  daughters  living. 

ESQUIRE  STEPHEN  BILLUE 

Esquire  Stephen  Billue.  Born  March  8,  1803.  Died  Aug.  25,  1886, 
d:scend;d  froii  staunch  French  Hugenots,  he  was  one  of  the  number  who 
s;rv;d  as  [urors  in  the  first  superior  court  h;ld  in  union  county  at  the 
Tyndall  plac;.  His  father  Stephen  Billue  named  him  with  his  mother  in 
his  will  as  managers  of  his  estate  (page  ?)  He  married  Mary  Howie 
Born  Aug.  17,  1810.  Died  Aug.  8,  1858.  Their  children  were:  Liza 
Jane  (Auntie),  Susannah,  Nancy,  Roxanner,  Robert,  and  John. 

Liza  Jane  accepted  the  responsibility  of  caring  for  the  other  children 
as  the  mother  died  when  some  of  them  were  young  and  she  was  the  older 
of  the  children.   She  never  married. 


SUSANNAH  BILLUE  CROW 

Susannah  Billue  married  James  Crow.  Children  were:  Sanford,  Carrie, 
William,  Mark,  Ritch,  Sallie,  Thomas,  Hannah,  and  Frank. 

Sanford  married  Sally  Adams.    Only  one  daughter  living. 

Carrie  married  Millen  McMurray.    Only  one  son  living. 

William  married  Lottie  Robinson.    Mother  and  5  sons  living. 

Mark  never  married.    He  died  in  Fla.    Feb.  8,  1927. 

Ritch  married  Lily  Parker.    Mother,  2  sons  and  3  daughters  living. 

Sallie  married  Judge  Starnes.    Father  and  3  daughters  living. 

Thomas  married  Ada  Norwood.  Both,  3  sons  and  2  daughters 
living. 

Hannah  living.    Never  married. 

Frank  never  married.    Died  Nov.  5,  1926. 

NANCY  BILLUE  GODFREY 

Nancy  Billue  married  John  James  Godfrey.  Family  record  with  the  God' 
frey  families. 

ROXANNER  BILLUE  ADAMS 

Royanner  Billue  married  Thomas  Adams.     1  daughter,  Mollie. 

Molly  Adams  married  Dr.  G.  H.  Burgess.  Father,  with  4  sons  and  5 
daughters  living. 
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BILLUE 

Robert  Bilt.ue  married  Martha  Walker.    Children:   Emily,  Mag,  Carrie, 
Sallie,  Roxie,  Billy,  and  Johnny. 

Emily  married  Jay  Steele.    1  sons  living. 

Mag  married  a  Mr.  Watterson.    Children  unknown  to  author. 

Mr.  Watterson  died  and  Mag  married  Will  Huey.    Mag  living. 

Carrie  married  Rich  Niven.    Carrie  living.    No  children. 

Sallie  married  Washington  Laney.   Sallie  living.   No  children. 

Roxie  married  Ervin  Simpson.  Mother,  2  sons  and  3  daughters 
living. 

Billy  married  Cora  Yarborough.     Mother  and  1  daughter  living. 

Johnny  married   Wier.    Both  living.    Children  unknown. 

BILLUE 

John  Billue  married  Nannie  Givens.    Children:    Ed,  Bob,  Charlie,  Lou, 
Mary,  and  Dolly. 

Ed  married  Annie  Sims.    Both  living.    No  children. 

Bob  not  married  yet.    Still  expecting. 

Charlie  married  Ella  Winchester.    Wife  living.    No  Children. 

Lou  took  the  responsibility  of  home  and  has  cared  for  the  family 
since  the  death  of  her  mother  in  1899. 

Mary  married  Matt  Yarborough.    Both,  with  1  son  living. 

Dolly  married  Roy  Ferguson.  Both  living.  No.  of  children  is  not 
known  to  the  author. 

William  Crow,  known  as  Mr.  Billy,  was  a  millright.  It  is  reported 
that  he  was  a  native  of  Cleveland  County,  N.  C.  He  settled  on  a  large 
tract  of  land  on  the  Providence  road  near  Waxhaw  Creek.  Rich  Godfrey 
harned  his  millwright  trade  under  him,  as  did  three  colored  men;  viz, 
Sam  Forbis,  Harry  Starnes,  and  Lunn  Craig. 

The  name  of  his  first  wife  has  not  been  learned.  He  had  two  daughters' 
Nannie  and  Mag. 

Nannie  Crow  married  Allen  Heath.  Their  children  were  Will,  Claud, 
Earl  Frank,  Jennie,  Maud,  Florence  and  Daisy. 

Will  Heath,  known  as  Major  Heath,  represented  Union  County 
in  th;  State  Senate  in  1923  and  again  in  1925.  He  was  especially  interested 
in  the  Confederate  soldiers  and  did  many  kind  acts  in  going  with  them  to 
and  from  their  Rc'Unions.  He  married  Alice  Armfield.  She  survives 
him  with  children. 

Claud  Heath  never  married.  He  died  leaving  considerable  property 
to  his  relatives. 
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Earl  Heath  married   Stacy.    He  was  an  alert  business 

man  and  managed  the  large  business  as  about  the  youngest  man  this  author 
has  known  to  take  charge  of  such  a  large  responsibility. 

His  wife  survives  him. 

It  is  a  tradition  among  some  that  Frank  Heath  contracted  T.  B. 
while  in  college  rooming  with  a  fellow  student  who  had  it  and  died  from 
its  effects  in  young  manhood. 

Jennie  Heath  married  Dr.  Olin  Nesbit.  Dr.  Nesbit  was  the  first 
Doctor  to  come  into  the  writer's  home  after  marriage  and  has  ever  been 
held  in  high  esteem  by  the  author  and  wife.  He  became  a  very  noted 
stomach  specialist.    Descendants  are  unknown. 

Maud  Heath  married  Charlie  Massey.  Charley  has  been  a  successful 
manager  of  the  A.  W.  Heath  Co.  for  a  number  of  years.  He  represented 
Union  County  in  the  State  Senate  in  1937-    He  and  three  sons  are  living. 

Florence  Heath  married  Rev.  Stokes.  Their  work  was  in  the  South 
Carolina  Conference  and  is  not  known.   She  died  in  recent  years. 

Daisy  married  Luke  Bivens.  Their  work  has  been  in  South  Carolina 
and  is  not  known. 

Mag  Crow  married  Dr.  Sturdivant.  They  had  one  daughter.  Miss 
Mag,  as  she  was  called,  taught  school  many  years  and  children  of  Walker 
district  remember  her  with  pleasure. 

It  is  a  tradition  among  the  Godfreys  and  Kings  that  Dr.  Sturdivant 
visited  Lewis  King  during  a  seige  of  typhoid  fever  and  contracted  the  fever 
from  him  by  going  to  see  him  one  morning  before  breakfast.  He  died 
from  the  effects  of  fever. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Billy  Crow's  wife  he  married  Miss  Fetna 
Heath.  John,  Bob,  and  Ed  Crow  are  sons  by  this  union  and  were  all 
reared  in  the  old  Waxhaw  Baptist  church  community. 

SANDERS 

Thom.a.s  W.  Sanders  was  a  consecrated  Christian  and  he  always  extended 
greetings  to  those  he  met  and  his  next  enquiry  was  "How  are  you  in  'The 
One  thing  Needful'?"  According  to  the  monument  in  the  old  cemetery 
he  was  born  September  24,  1809.    He  died  October  21,  1890. 

His  sons  as  reported  to  the  Author  were:  Noah,  Jacob,  and  Meek. 
Meek  married  Dora  Sikes.    We  have  not  learned  the  other  families. 

Mrs.  Ann  Sanders,  wife  of  T.  W.  Sanders,  was  born  April  15,  I8l6. 
died  June  23,  1896. 

HILL 

Rfv.  J.  A.  Hill  was  born  in  Newberry  County,  S.  C.  on  Feb.  22,  1819. 
He  served  as  pastor  of  Waxhaw  and  Hermon  churches.  He  married  the 
widow  of  Jacob  Sanders.  He  was  a  faithful  worker  in  education  and  did 
valiant  service  in  talking  and  working  for  a  Baptist  high  school  in  the  Union 
Association  but  did  not  live  to  see  his  dreams  come  to  pass.  He  died 
February  16,   1892. 

-94- 


SELECTED     GEMS     OF    LITERATURE 

YARBOROUGH 
We  find  in  the  church  burying  plot  the  names  of  many  persons  that  we 
are  not  able  to  give  evidence  as  to  family  or  church  connection.    Among 
these  we  find  Edw.  Yarborough.   He  died  September  27,  1856.   However, 
we  take  it  that  he  was  an  ancestor  of  our  Ed.  and  Hugh  Yarborough. 

GODFREY 

The  record  of  Alex  Godfrey  has  not  been  found.  We  only  know  that 
Young  Godfrey  was  one  of  his  sons.  If  there  were  others  we  hope  to  get 
a  full  record  and  insert  it. 

Young  Godfrey,  deceased,  married  a  Miss  Smith.  She  is  living, 
just  how  many  children  they  have  living  we  have  not  learned. 

John  S.Godfrey  married  Tabitha  Rape.  Children:  Adfred,  Richm.ond, 
and  George. 

Alfred  married  Susan  Porter.    5  sons  and  4  daughters  living. 

Richmond  (Rich)  married  Ann  Messick.  Children:  Roxie,  Mark, 
John,  and  Jimmy  Lee. 

Roxie  married  Jim  Moore.  Unknown  sons  and  unknown  daughters 
living. 

Mark  married  Eula  Vanpelt.    Unknown  sons  and  unknown  daugh- 
ters living. 

John  married  Florence  Godfrey.    Record  with  the  James  H.  report. 

Jimmy  Lee  record  unknown. 

George  Godfrey  married  Mattie  Broom.  Children:  Anner,  Rich. 
Alma,  Wallace,  Leonard,  Maggie,  Lonnie,  Wheeler,  and  Nettie. 

Anner  married  Clark  Keziah.    Anner  and  one  daughter  living. 

Keziah  died  and  Anner  married  Tommy  Thomas. 

Rich  married 3  sons  and  3  daughters  living. 

Wallace  married  Jessie  Madison.    1  son  and  4  daughters  living. 

Leonard  married  Katy  Therrell.   Both,  3  sons  and  4  daughters  living. 

Maggie  married  John  Head.    One  daughter  living. 

Alma  married  Malus  Tarleton.   Both,  2  sons  and  3  daughters  living. 

Record  of  Lonnie  and  Wheeler  is  not  known. 

Nettie  married  Will  Craig.    Further  record  unknown. 

The  Author  apologizes  for  the  incompleteness  of  many  of  these 
records.  We  are  aware  that  the  history  of  nations  is  made  up  out  of  the 
history  of  the  families  composing  that  nation.  We  ask  forbearance  for 
mistakes  and  request  that  those  having  relatives  who  came  out  of  the 
old  Community  to  communicate  with  him  giving  records,  facts  and  tradi- 
tions and  an  endeavor  will  be  made  to  get  out  a  second  edition  of  this 
book  in  a  more  complete  form. 
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Much  of  the  history  of  Union  County  has  been  made  in  Jackson 
Township  and  we  are  making  history  today  and  a  longing  desire  is  felt 
among  many  to  hold  our  record  so  high  that  we  will  be  an  ornament 
to  the  record  that  has  been  made  and  a  blessing  to  those  who  may  follow 
after  us. 

--     -  Finis   -  - 
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